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Tae writer of this article intends here to 
give a sketch only of the lite and char- 
acter of this good man; and this will con- 
sist of selections from a M. S. history of 
the church of which he was one of the 
Pastors, written by the late Dr. Ramsay, 
now in the press;—and from the printed 
Discourse of the Rev. Dr. Finn, deliv- 
ered on occasion of his death, before the 
Charleston Bible Society, on the 4th of 
Jan. 1814. Proposals are issued ‘for 
publishing a volume of the writings of 
Dr. Keira, to which, should it appear, 
will be prefixed a more full and detailed 
account of his life; to which volume, 
those who wish to know more of Ais 
worth, are referred. Dr. Ramsay, in 
his history mentioned above writes as 
follows: 


Tue Rey. Dr. Isaac Stock- 
ton Keith was born in Bucks 
County, (Penn.) January 20th 
A. D. 1755, and was educated in 
the grammar school and college 
of Princeton, New Jersey, when 
the Rey. Dr. Witherspoon was 
president. His diligence and 
progress in his studies were so 
great, that at every examina- 
tion of the school he was hon- 
ored witha premium. In 1775 
he was graduated A.B. His pi- 


ous parents from early youth ded- 
icated him to the ministry, and 


his own inclination cencurred 
VoL XI. *38 





with their fond anticipations, 
Soon after he left the college, 
he commenced the study of di- 
vinity under the direction of the 
Rey. Dr. Robert Smithof Pequea, 
in Pennsylvania, and in 1778 
was licensed by the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia to preach the 
Gospel. After itinerating fora 
short time he settled in Alexan- 
dria in. Virginia, and continued 
there in the exercise of his min- 
isterial functions tll the year 
1788, when he accepted an 
invitation from the congregation- 
al Church in Charleston to be 


--co-pastor thereof in connexion 
“with the Rev. Dr. Hollingshead. 


He there served the Church with 
ability and fidelity for twenty-five 
years, a period exceeding that of 
any one of his eleven deceased 
predecessors, In 1791},he was con- 
stituted D. D. by the University 
of Pennsylvania. He was thrice 
married; first to Miss Hannah 
Sproat, daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
Sproat of Philadelphia, next te 
Miss Catharine Legare, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Legare Esq. of 
Charleston, and atterwards to 
Miss Jane Huxham, a native of 
Devonshire in England and 
daughter of Mr. William Hux- 
ham, who had resided many years 
in South Carolina. Asa manasa 
Christian, and asa preacher ef the 
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Gospel, Dr. Keith was respected 
and beloved. In all the relations 
of life in which he was placed, he 
reflected honor. Given to hospi- 
tality and abounding in chari- 
ty, his heart and his house were 
open to the stranger, and his 
purse tothe indigent. The spir- 
it of the Gospel marked his in- 
tercourse with men. It influen- 
ced the whole of his deportment 
and impressed a distinctive char- 
acter on all his transactions. 
“He rejoiced with them that did 
Fejoice, and wept with them that 
wept.” In pastoral visits to the 
sick and afflicted, he was inde- 
fatigable. To their impressible 
minds he presented divine 
truths with such sympathy, af- 
fection and discretion, as with 
the blessing of God often termin- 
ated in the happiest results. He 
was fond of gathering children 
around him, and of conversing 
with them in a pleasant, cheef- 
ful manner mingled with instruc- 
tion. Though nota parent, he 
had deeply imbibed the spirit of 
a judicious, affectionate Chris- 
than parent. Many were the 
books which he gave in pres- 
ents to adults but more to chil- 
dren, under such circumstances 
of love and affection as could 
scarcely fail of ensuring an at- 
tentive perusal of their impor- 
tant contents. His heart over- 
flowing with love to God ‘and 
man, disposed him to spend and 
be spent in promoting the glory 
of the one and the happiness of 
the other. In the work of the 
ministry he was diligent, labori- 
@eus and successful; and he was 
well furnished with gifts and 
graces for its faithful discharge. 
Sensilic that s.uls were com- 
mitted to his care, he shaped his 
Pasiractions, admenitivns and 
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warnings according to this dread 

responsibility. His sermons 

were distinguished for their 

manly sense, evangelical piety 

and searching truth. The divin- 

ity of Christ and atonement 

through his blood, were with 

him essential doctrines. He 

deemed that sermon of little 

value, which had not in it some- 

thing of Christ. The doctrines 

of grace were his usual topics, 

and he stated and defended them 

with zeal and ability. The en- 

tire depravity of the human heart, 
the absolute necessity of being 
born from above, the necessity 
of divine influences to change 
the heart and to sanctify the soul, 
were with him articles of prima- 
ry importance, and were fre- 
quently enforced as indispensa- 
bly necessary to a correct view 
of the Gospel of Christ. In his 
preaching he was particularly 
attentive to the dispensations cf 
Providence. Epidemic diseases, 
destructive fires, earthquakes, 
hurricanes, tornadoes and unusu- 
al convulsions of the elements 
were never suffered to escape 
his public notice. They were 
always the subjects of appropti- 
ate prayers and sermons, an 

made tributary to the instruction 
of his hearers. He was among 
the first in the United States in 
aiding with pecuniary suppor 
the interest of evangelical mis- 
sions and translations of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures in the East. Qf 
the Charleston Bible Soeiety, he 
may in some respects be called 
the father. On Monday the 13th 
of December 1813, he zealously 
advocated and successfully pro- 
moied a motion, the object of 
which was to send the Scriptures 
in their native language to the 
French inhabitants of Louisiane: 
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Qn the next day he was called to 
the bosom of his Savior and his 
God, after he had _ served his 
generation 58 years and eleven 
months. He died childless, with 
a clear estate of about $30,000 at 
his disposal. Of this he be- 
queathed $2,500 in reversion to 
the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. To 
each chfld named after himself, 
er either of his three wives (about 
twenty in number) he bequeath- 
ed a copy of Woodward’s edition 
of Dr. Scott’s commentary on 
the Bible. He hada motive for 
every thing he did. They who 
knew him intimately, think them- 
selves warranted in believing, 
that in selecting this work as a 
donation to his young namesakes, 
he meant to inculcate on them a 
high veneration for the Bible as 
the best of books, and to inform 
them that his own construction 
of its important contents was in 
unison with that which is given 
by Dr. Scott in his valuable com- 
mentary. To the Church of 
which he was co-pastor he be- 
queathed the reversion of about 
$5000, unfettered with any bind- 
ing restrictions but with an im- 
plied trust or rather strong re- 
commendation, that the income 
alone should be expendsd at 
their discretion for pious purpos- 
es. The intentions of the testa- 
tor were expressed in the follow- 
Mg werds; “Although I do not 


judge it expedient to lay upon 
the said Church any positively 
binding restrictions, yet I think 
it proper to declare, that it is my 
desire and hope that the said 
Church should consider itself 
rather as the Trustee than the 
absolute proprietor of the said 
property, and that, after funding it 
in the manner that may be judg- 
ed the most safe and advanta- 
geous, the clear profits thereof 
be applied under the direction of 
the aforesaid Church, chiefly, if 
not wholly, to the purpose of aid- 
ing young men of approved pie- 
ty and talents, when such assist- 
ance may be necessary, in obtain- 
ing a suitable education for the 
Gospel ministry, or of aiding sis- 
ter churches in supporting tho 
ministrations of the Gospel, 
and providing for the accommo- 
dation of worshippers in their 
attendance on the ordinances of 
the Christian sanctuary, or of aid- 
ing charitable institutions or so- 
cieties founded on Crristian 
principles for promoting the in- 
terests of religion, by spreading 
the light and blessing of the 
Gospel among those who might 
otherwise remain destitute of 
the knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures, and of the salvation 
which is in Christ with eternal 
glory.” The Church directed a 
monument to be erected to his 
memory, in the Circular Church, 
with the following inscription. 


Sacred to the Memory of 
The REV. ISAAC S. KEITH, D. D. 

For 25 years a beloved co-pustor of this church; 
From which he was suddenly removed by death 
On the 14th day of December, A. D. 1813, 
In the 59th year of his age. 

He was 
A learned, amiable, and suceessful minister 
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Of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
In prayer, copious and fervent; 
In doctrine, clear and evangelical; 
Tn exhortation, warm, affectionate and persuasive; 
And in his, pastoral intercourse, 
And private and public deportment, 
He adorned the doctrine 
Of his Lorn and Savior. 
His charity to the poor, 
His hospitality to the stranger, 
His patronage to the meritorious, 
His munificence to the Church; 
His suavity of manners, and unwearied activity 
In the cause of humanity and religion; 
Conspired to render him 
Dear to his people and to society at large. 
Ee ¢ Ge 
His mourning congregation 
In testimony of his worth and their affection 
Erect this Monument. 


Before the Charleston Bible 
Society, of which Dr. Kerru was 
Vice President from its estab- 


lishment till his death, Dr. Ffi1nn, 


in his funeral sermon, pay’ the 
following just tribute to his 
memory. 

“With his “manner of coming 
in, abd going out” among us, 
we have been long acquainted. 
As a Man, as a Christian, and 
as a Minister of the Lord Jesus, 
he has been known to usall; and 
we also know, that in each of these 
characters, he was deservedly re- 
vered, resfiected, and beloved; 
that he reflected honor upon his 
generation, adorned the doctrines 
of Christianity, and was an orna- 
ment to the Gospel ministry. As 
a man, formed for suciety, Dr. 
Keitu was calculated both to re- 
ceive and impart happiness in the 
social circle. In him shone that 
bright assemblage of disposi- 
tions and virtues, which never 
fail to constitute the agreeable 
and useful companion. Venera- 
ble and grave in his aspect, his 


presence forbade the rude ap- 
proach of impertinence. To a 
stranger, his first appearance 
seemed rather distant and aus- 
tere; but, upon a nearer approach, 
that stranger soon discovered his 
mistake—he soon fourd, that 
though in the presence of digni- 
ty, it was dignity, softened and 
embellished with every beniga 
and generous affection.. Affable 
but not assuming, cheerful but 
not trifling, never descending 
from the dignity of the man, 
while his innocent anecdote 
lighted up a smile on every 
countenance around him—his 
company was sought and loved 
by his friends Naturally warm 
and generous in his feelings, he 
loved his friend with an ardent 
efiection. Had he a weakness! 
Perhaps it sometimes appeared 
here. Loving his friend with 
uncommon ardor, and placing 
upon the affection of that friend, 
in return, the highest estimates 
he was sensibly alive to every 
suspicion of change in that affec- 
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tion. Perhaps this ardor of feel- 
ing might, sometimes, have led 
him to mistake appearance for 
reality. If you call this a weak- 
ness, it is one of those weakness- 
es which it is difficult to cen- 
sure. Qn all the relations cf life 
in which he was placed, as a man 
and a Citizen, he reflected hon- 
or. He was an affectionate hus- 
band, a humane master, an oblig- 
ing neighbor, and a distinguish- 
ed philanthropist. He was a 
sincere lover of his country, and 
1ook a deep interest in her civil 
and political welfare; an interest 
however, the expression of which 
was always chastened by a scru- 
pulous regard to the sanctity of 
his ofice. Such, you know, was 
Dr. Keitu, as a man. Opn all 
these excellent properties, the 
mildest beams of Christianity 
shed their brightest lustre. 

“Asa disciple of Jesus Christ, 
this amiable man was humble, 
watchful, and devout. On his 
private conversation, and retir- 
ing walk, was found the unction 
of the Holy One. The spirit of 
the Gospel marked his inter- 
course with men. To the fer- 
vor of his devotions, his family 
and his closet, bore daily testi- 
mony. How affecting and im- 
pressive was the scene which 
sometimes unfolded to my view, 
when I have aceidentally come 
upon him, at the time of the 
morning sacrifice! How-have I 
seen this holy man of God on his 
knees, in the midst of his family, 
surrounded with his domestics, 
and the servants of his neigh- 
bors, who attended to receive 
the benefit of his prayers, with 
his eyes and his hands lifted be- 
fore the mercy-seat—his voice 


faltering—his whole system agi-- 


tated, while he wrestled in 


prayer for himself, for his fami- 
ly, for his congregation, and for 
the land in which he lived;—Ah! 
my countiy! bleeding and shak- 
en by the judgments of the Al- 
mighty, these prayers for thy 
welfare have ceased forever! 
“Help, Lord, for the godly man 
ceaseth, for the faithful fail 
from among the children of 
men.” 

“The personal piety of our de- 
parted Brother, was not the sud- 
den or transient flash, which ap- 
pears for a monrent, and then 
dies away; it was the steady fire, 
which burns with increasing fer- 
vor, and shines with increasing 
brightness. Jt influenced the 
whole of his deportment, and ime 
parted character to ail his trans- 
actions in lite. Taught by this 
to sympathize in the concerns of 
others, he “rejoiced with them 
that did rejoice, and wept with 
them that wept.” Himself a lov- 
er of Jesus Christ, he loved and 
rejoiced in the prosperity of ali 
who were so. 

“But it was from the walls of 
Zion that he shed the brightest 
glory of the Gospel. Endowed 
with a mind which was strong, 
and discriminating—a judgment, 
solid and judiclous—“apprehen- 
sions not remarkably quick, but 
unusually just”—the whole illu- 
minatcd, and sanctified by divine 
grace, he was eminently qualifi- 
ed for being useful in the Church. 
Thus fitted by his Lord, for the 
task assigned him, he was early 
commissioned as a herald of the 
cross. He conimenced his min- 
isterial career in the city of Al- 
exandria, in the State of Vir- 
ginia. There he jabored with rep- 
uteulon and success, till he re- 
ceived a call] to this congrega- 
tion, to be a co-pester with him 
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who yet lives, and whose praise 
is in the churches. Here he la- 
bored in word and doctrine for 
twenty-five years, when he was 
called to enter into the joys of his 
Lord. For one quarter of a centu- 
ry have this congregation and 
this city been blessed with his ex- 
ample, his prayers, and his labors 
in the ministry. During that peri- 
od, through all the changes which 
it knew, he kept on with a steady 
pace, in *works of faith and la- 
bers of love.” With tenderness 
he cherished the lambs, and with 
faithfulness fed the flock com- 
mitted to his care. In the work 
of the ministry, he was diligent 
and Jaborious. Bearing upon 
his mind a deep sense of the 
dyvead responsibility of his office 
—fecling that souls were com- 
mitted to his charge; and that 
ior these he was bound to watch, 
as one who must give an ac- 
count, he made it his earnest 
study, and constant endeavor, 80 
to divide the word of life, as to 
vive to each one “a portion in 
due season.” Rightly discrim- 
inating between the saint and the 
sinner——Detween the nominal 
Christian, and the real believer, 
be shaped his instructions, admo- 
sitions, and warnings according- 
ly. Ol his sermons, Jesus was the 
ecntre and the sum. They were 
distinguished for their manly 
sense, simplicity of style, evan- 
yelical piety, and searching 
uuth. Knowing that the great 
design of the Gospel ministry is 
to bring sinners home to God, he 
wes more soliciious to reach the 
conscience and to mend the 
heatt, than to piease the fancy, or 
vw tickle the ear. He deem- 
ed that sermon worth nothing, 
which had not in it something of 
Girist. His theojogical opin- 
tens werc, inthe strictest sense 
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of the word, orthodox. He stat. 
ed and defended the doctrines of 
grace—the doctrines of the re. 
formation. He taught the entire 
depravity of the human heart— 
the absolute necessity of bein 
born from above—the necessity 
of divine influences to change 
the heart, and to sanctify the 
soul—the nature, and necessity 
of repentance and faith—holiness 
and love, influencing the heart to 
the production of good works 
in the life. 

“The divinity of the Lord Je. 
sus, and atonement through his 
blood, were, in his system, doc- 
trines of frimary importance. On 
these be rested his eternal hopes. 
In his public ministry, Dr. 
KEITH was particularly distin. 
guished, not only for the purity 
of his doctrines, but for the fer- 
vor of his prayers, and his mark- 
ed attention tothe dispensations 
of Providence. In these he has, 
perhaps, been selcom surpassed 
in any age of the church. How 
often has he wrestled, like Ja- 
cob, on this very spot! The 
pestilence, the fire, the earth- 
quake, or the storm, were never 
suffered to escape his public no- 
tice —But why dwell upon the 
subject of his pastoral office, in 
presence of his bereaved and 
affiicted corgregation, whose 
hearts are sull bleediig, whose 
tears arc still flowing, and whe 
are sorrowing, most of all, be- 
cause of the decree that is gone 
forth that “ibey shall see his face 
no more:”” How he fed vou, with 
the bread of file; how he com- 
forted you in the hour of afflic- 
tion; how he wiped your tears in 
the day of your anguish; how “he 
prayed by your beds of pain’— 
how affectionately he loved yous. 
and how honestly he warned you, 
is known to vow new, and shall 
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be known to the universe, in that 
day which shall disclose the Son 
of Man in the clouds of heaven! 
Then shall you again meet your 
pastor! Those who shall have 
savingly profited by his minis- 
try, shall hail, with loud accla- 
mations, the man who was “over 
them in the Lord’—who fed 
them in this house, and pointed 
them to the Savior. But tlrose 
who shall then be found to have 
rejected his ministry—but I for- 
bear! The subject is too awful! 
Your loss, my brethren, is great 
—and sensibly you feel it—but 
you have yet much for which to 
be thankful. Behold the vener- 
able man who is still with you! 
He wiil comfort you in this ume 
of your trouble; and you in re- 
turn will comfort him. See him 
trembling beneath the pressure 
of this great people! He is ieft 
alonc—solitary and disconsolate! 
You will hold up bis arms, as 
Aaron and Hur did those of Mo- 
SeS. 

“But in this assembly I see a 
group of mourners, whose tears 
tell me that ¢hey too are filled 
with sorrow. Ask them why 
they weep—and they point me to 
the seat which the man of God 
filled among them, now left va- 
cant. To these my disconsoiate 
brethren, I must be permitted to 
turn for a moment. 


“Mr. President, and Gentlemen of 

the Charleston Bible Society— 
—Ah, why have you already dis- 
armed me!—I see you weep!— 
I know full well the cause of 
those tearsYour ranks are 
thinned!—Your number is di- 
minished!—One of your much 
loved jeaders has falicn; aad 
therefore it is that you lift up 
yuur voice, in this temple, and 
wy—“heip, Lord, for the godly 


man ceaseth.” But let us not be 
filled with overmuch sorrow. Let 
us wipe away our tears, and 
gather round the ashes of our de- 
parted brother, and prove how 
much we loved him, by “gather- 
ing up his maxims,” and follow- 
ing his bright example. His 
greatest eulogy, as a member ot 
this body, is found in the excel- 
lence of the Institution itself. 
Perhaps it is not going too far to 
say, that no Institution ever orig- 
inated in human invention, that 
has been so extensively useful to 
the eternal interests of men, as 
the Institution of Bible Societies. 
Never have the streams of salva- 
tion rolled on with such rapidity, 
and with such growing swell, as 
since the institution of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 
This was the fountain whence 
first issued those streams which, 
as the river of God, are now re- 
freshing and fertilizing the wil- 
derness, and the dark places of 
the earth, stretching almost to 
the remotest boundaries of the 
globe, where, forages, have been 
“the habitations of cruelty.”” Nev- 
er have the missionary armies 
gone out with such triumphant 
banners, aS since the commence- 
ment of that society, and those 
which have grown out of it. All 
Christendom seems to have been 
put in motion. Many are run- 
ning “to and fro,” and the knowl- 
edge of the Lord is rapidly in- 
creasing. The light of Zion is 
streaming in its glory, and the 
darkness of Paganism is flying 
betore it. The Jndian, the Per- 
sian, und the Arabian, with the 
inhabitant “of Burmah and Chi- 
nay are now enabled to read, each 
in his own language, the words 
of eternal life. Mount Cauca- 
sus, in the bosom of Asia, has 
become lumineus with the inght 
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of truth, and is pouring the lus- 
tre of the Gospel upon “numer- 
ous nations of the Tartar race.” 
“The Malayan Isles,” and those 
of the Pacific ocean, have become 
vocal with songs of redemption 
through the blood of the cross. 
“The great continent of Africa is 
now the scene of translations and 
of missions.” The continent of 
North America, and that of the 
South, are scnding to the nations 
the knowledge of the Savior. 
«Greenland, Labrador, and Aus- 
tral Asia, have received the pre- 
cious gift.”——Jesus has taken to 
him his great power, and Is build- 
ing up Jerusalem in these troub- 
tous times. These amazing op- 
erations, which are fixing the at- 
tention of Europe and the world; 
and, in their results, are pour- 
ing blessings Immortal upon the 
dark regions of the earth, soon 
cuught the inquisitive and atten- 
tive ear of our departed brother, 
Having himself tasted that “the 
Lord is gracious,” he hailed with 
yapture, the introduction of the 
time, when “all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.” He long- 
ed tobe engaged in so good a 
cause; and belere the time had 
avrived which gave birth to this 
lnstitution among us, he was en- 
gaged, with others, in counsel, 
and pecuniary support to aid in 
furthering the interests of mis- 
sions, and translations in the 
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.For the Panoplist. 


ON THE SABBATH, NO. IX. 


Showing what is forbidden. 


Wen the discussion of any im- 
porialt subject results in the 
fim establishment of a general 


On the Sabbath. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
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“When the time drew on which 
presented a favorable aspect to. 
wards the good work in this city, 
he was among the foremost to 
embrace it. His arms, and his 
house were opened. He gather. 
ed round him the ministers of 
the altar; who, in union with 
himself, drew up the constitution 
and rules which bind ws togeth- 
er. Of this society, thus organ- 


‘jzed he was chosen one of the 


Vice-Presidents. This office he 
filled with dignity, activity and 
zeal, until the evening of Fues- 
day, the 14th ult.—when he fell 
asleep in Jesus! On Monday 
the 13th, at the last monthly 
meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers, he zealously advocated, 
and successfully supported the 
measure proposed, the object of 
which was to send the Scriptures, 
in their native language, to the 
destitute French, in the State of 
Louisiane—and in thirty hours, 
he was called to sit down with 
Abraham on the mount of God! 
In the silent mansion of the tomb 
his “flesh rests in hope,” after 
having served his generation fif- 
ty-eight years andeleven months. 
And now—farewell, thou man of 
God!—We ‘wilf dry up our 
tears, and return to our work,— 
waiting with patience till our 
Lord shall come. Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death 
of his Saints.” 


principle, it is an extremely con- 
venient method of evading its 
application, to remark coolly, 
that every general rule has its 
exccptions. By a free and dex- 
trous use of this trite adage, 
men contrive to justify them- 
selves in various practices, which 
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are contrary, alike to the letter 
and spirit of the divine law. On 
no subject, perhaps, is this per- 
yerse ingenuity more frequently 
employed, than upon the prohi- 
bitions of the fourth command- 
ment. The prevailing belief 
certainly is, (especially in New 
England,) that the Sabbath is 
an ordinance of God, and that 
asa general rule, woridly em- 
ployments and reereations on 
that day, are sinful. But then, 
three persons out of four have 
their exceptions to plead, and 
before one half these exceptions 
are enumerated, the rulc itself 
is virtually destroyed. It seems 
important therefore, before the 
subject 1s finally dismissed, to 
examine some of the excuses 
which thousands urge, for doing 
their own work and finding their 
ewn pleasures upon the Lord’s 
day. It is said then, 

In the first place, that manual 
labor in the field, is sometimes 
fully warranted by the most ur- 
gent necessity, and therefore 
cannot be a violation of the di- 
vine Jaw. This is a favorite po- 
sition with many, whose canduct 
isin the maincorrect; and tltey 
seem to think it impregnable. 

Let us try this question of ne- 
cessity, however, by putting an 
extreme case. I am very poor, 
says onc, my family is large and 
enurely dependant on my carn- 
ings for subsistence. This year 
forthe first time | have a small 
ficld of fine wheat, which I hop- 
ed to secure in goodorder. But 
by reason of continued rains ev- 
er since it was cut, I have been 
compelled to leave it in the 
Swath till it begins to sprout in 
the ear. The first fair day is the 
Sabbath. Should I wait till Mon- 
Cay, it may rain again aud wholly 
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ruin the crop, in which case my 
children will be without bread. 
Now whatis duty in this case? 
Shall I let the golden opportunti- 
ty pass unimproved, or shall I 
go into the field and secure what 
a bountiful God has given me. 

In examining this supposed 
case of necessity the reader will 
perceive at a glance, that it docs 
not come within the rule which 
I endeavored to establish in my 
last number. It will not compare 
with the case of pulling an anl- 
mal out of apit; of leading him 
away to watering; of healing the 
sick; or of the disciples plucking 
the ears of corn. If this poor 
man gees into his wheat field to 
labor upon the Lord’s day, it 18 
not to satisfy preSent hunger; It 
is not to alleviate distress which 
he, or his family feels, at the time, 
but to provide against future 
want. ‘This comparison of case$ 
ought, In my apprehension, to 
settle the question;—for what 
right has either a poor ora rich 
man to do a thing, for which he 
can find no warrant of precept, er 
example in the Scriptures? God 
foresaw from the beginning all 
the circumstances of such ex- 
treme cases as that which I have 
supposed, and would no doubt 
have provided for them inthe law, 
had they admitted of being ex- 
ceptions to the general prohibi- 
tion,* Thou shaltnotdogny work.” 

Now the question is, has he 
made any such proviso? Has he 
said, in harvest time you may 
work? No, but directly the re- 
verse. See Exod. xxxiv, 21; Svx 
days thou shalt work, but on the 
seventh day thou shalt rest; in 
earing time and in harvest thou 
shalt rest. Why this emphati- 
cal and peremptory specification? 
The reason is obvious. It was 
3o* 




















































306 Oi the 
to guard against that very con- 
struction of the law, which is 
pleaded for in the case now un- 
der consideration. God knew 
that the Israelites would be 
strongly tempted to labor on the 
Sabbath, just as men now are, in 
the time of sowing andof ingath- 
ering. He therefore expressly 
required them to rest as at other 
times, without making one pro- 
viso for unfavorable seasons, or 
the least exception in favor of 
the poor. 

Were the Israelites, then, to 
construe the command literally 
in this respect, and are we au- 
thorized to give it a different 
construction? Certainly not. We 
cannot urge a single argument 
in favor of laboring on the Sab- 
bath, which they might not have 
urged with equal plausibility. 
The law which forbade them has 
never been repealed. It is there- 
fore as obligatory upon us as it 
was upon them. This view of 
the subject appears to be deci- 
sive. ‘lhe poor man in the case 
supposed, must not labor in his 
wheat field on the Lord’s day. 

But it may be useful to exam- 
ine the case minutely. The ob- 
jector begins then, by alleging 
his poverty as an excuse. ‘Lhis 
implies that it he were rich, he 
would think himself bound to 
rest, andrun the venture of los- 
ing the crop. Is there then one 
moral law for the rich and anoth- 
er for the poor? Let him turn 
over every page—let him read 
every verse of his Bible, and sce 
if he can find any thing like it. 
From what book, or chapter can 
he adduce a “Thus saith the 
Lord, Though the mch may net 
Jabor on the Sabbath, the poor 
may, in certain circumstancs 5??? 


I know it may be said, that the 
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poor man who works, has a bet. 
ter excuse for so doing than bis 
rich neighbor, But what does 
this prove? Certainly not that the 
former is blameless, but that he 
is not so Criminal as the other. 

If the objector can _ find noth- 
ing in Scripture to support his 
plea, but is obliged after all, te 
rest It upon his poverty, let him 
consider where this will lead 
him. If he may violate one com- 
mand of God, because he is poor, 
why not another? If the fourth, 
why not the eighth? If he may 
labor when God says 7heu shait 
do no work, and plead poverty as 
an excuse, why not take the 
property of another, when God 
says, Zhou shalt not steal, and 
justily himsclf by the same ex- 
cuse? Judeed, where will he 
stop? If he makes exceptions to 
one command of the decalogue 
in his own favor without author. 
ity, Why not to all the rest, when- 
ever it may suit his convenience! 
And if 4e may, why may not ev- 
ery other poor man. at least in 
the world, and then what will be- 
come of God’s law! 

Further; if the poor man whe 
has a small field of wheat, may 
labor on the Sabbath to secure tt, 
what shall we say of the thou- 
sands who have no crop at ail! 
May they work on the same day, 
or may Wey not? Surcly if it be 
necessary for him to jay up his 
gram for future use, it is quite as 
HeCeSsary for them to earn samie- 
thing for future support. — fi be 
may work because he has a crop: 
much more may they because 
they have none. If it be right 
for him to carn ten dollars, by 
gathcring his wieat, it cannot be 
wrong for his poorer neighbor 
earn one dollar, by jaboring in 
the’ sume Seid for hire. Uf thet 
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the plea of poverty which T am 
eonsideri.g be valid; if a man 
may work onthe Lord’s day be- 
cause he has but a little grain 
and his family will want it; then 
every poor man in the country 
may work on the Sabbath, to 
carn something for his destitute 
family, especially in time of har- 
vest. Nay more, all the poor 
who live by their daily earnings 
and find that they cannot obtain 
a comfortable support in six 
days, may plead necessity, for 
juboring every Lord’s day in the 
year;—unbless, indeed, that com- 
jortable kind of poverty which 
leaves a Man someting to reap, 
is more urgent, (I might say 
wore lawless, ) than absolute want. 
Admit the validity of the plea 
which I have been considering 
and abide by the consequences, 
and there is an end of the Sab- 
bath. 
But the man who takes up his 
wheat in the cuse supposed, 
rests his defence partly on oth- 
er grounds. He tells us that 
it begins to sprout In the ear al- 
ready. The first fair day is the 
Sabbath. It may rain again by 
Monday and wholly ruin the 
crop, in which case his children 
will have to go without bread. 
A bountiful God, he says, has 
biesscd him with this croup and 
he asks rather triumphantly, 
what is to be done in such a 
ease? LT intended to gather it be- 
core, but the weather would not 
permit. Shall IT lose all, rather 
than work a fittle for once, Upon 
ite Lord’s day! Surely God nev- 
ev intended, that the law should 
be so strictly construed. 

Now Jet all that is here ad- 
vanced be caudidiy considered. 
Suppose then, it sould tein on 


the lolfow ing Monday and eon- 
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tinue to rain till the crop is to- 
tally lost. What would that 
prove? That the proprietor ought 
tu have secured it on the Sab- 
bath? Nothing like it. Tothe 
law and the testimony we appeal, 
and we are sure no justification 
of labor can be found there. 
But his family will suffer, it is 
said, by his neglect. I answer, 
how does he knowthat? The Scrip- 
tures assure us that 72 keehing 
God’s commandments there is 
great reward. TI have, says the 
Psalmist, J Aave been young and 
now am old; yet have I not seen 
the righteous forsaken nor his 
seed beguing dread. If God takes 
away What he seemed about to 
give, or which is the same thing, 
if he brings a field. of grain to 
maturity and affords no opportu- 
nity bo gather it without violating 
the sacred rest, he has wise and 
vood reasons for disappointing 
the expectations of the proprie- 
tor. And who does not know, 
that he can, if he pleases, more 
than muke up the loss in some 
other way? Can we be happy, 
can we obtain any good thing 
without the blessing of God? 
And is the blessing to be se- 
cured by breaking his com- 
mandments; by working whea 
he says we shall not? How easi- 
ly, when we seem to suffer loss 
by obedience, can he open 
sources of guin which we never 
thought off With what perfect 
ease, on the other hand, can he 
blast our hopes and mar our 
comforts, when we attempt to 
benefit ourselves by an intrac- 
tion of his holy Jaw? 

‘But Gad bas given mea crop 
and this isa plain indication of 
his wiil, that I shouid gather it; 
—on week daysil 1 can;—on the 
Sabbath if i must. He surely 






















































































































cannot, after bringing it to per- 
fection, intend that it shall be 
lost.” I answer, how do you 
know that? Suppose he should 
put it out of your power to gath- 
er it? This certainly would be 
no uncommonevent. Hundreds 
of acres are destroyed almost ev- 
ery year by winds and _ hail. 
Great quantities are not unfre- 
quently swept off by sudden 
inundations. And nota little is 
consumed in the barn by light- 
ning. Itis not true, therefore, 
that God always intends to have 
the precieus grain secured and 
enjoyed when he has caused it to 
row and ripen to the harvest. 
flow then can you know, what 
may be his will in regard to 
yours? If he preserves it from 
the destructive powers of the el- 
ements, and enables you to sce- 
cure it without violating his law, 
then it becomes your duty to se- 
cure it. Ifnot, your duty is to ac 
quiesce cheerfully in the loss. 
The reader will observe, that 
I have thus far proceeded on the 
supposition, that in the case now 
under consideration, work must 
be done upon the Sabbath, or the 
field of wheat will certainly be 
lost; and I do most strenuously 
insist, that even this supposition 
furnishes no sufficient excuse, 
for encroaching upon the sacred 
rest. But our main argument 
may be placed on much stronger 
ground. How does the proprie- 
tor know, that by leaving his 
grain one day longer in the field, 
he shall lose it? I have it from the 
best authority, that in one part of 
the town of B—a considerable 
humber of farmers, two years 
ago, took up anc carted in their 
grain upon the Sabbath. The 
mext year, just before harvest, 
their crops were destroyed by a 
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hail storm, the ravages of which 
were mostly confined to that 
neighborhood! But I do not re- 
member a solitary instance, nor 
afier much inquiry have I been 
able to find one, In which a field 
of grain has been lost, by its not 
being attended to upon the Sab- 
bath. In some instances it may 
have been injured, so as not to 
make quite so good bread; but 
who that thinks and acts ration- 
ally, would not prefer poor bread, 
with the divine blessing, to the 
most costly dainties, with the 
curses denounced against Sab- 
bath breakers resting on his head? 
Still, however, the plea is urg- 
ed, that it has rained all the 
week and may rain again on 
Monday, and then my crop will 
be nearly ruined. I answer, it 
may not rain on Monday, and 
then your grain will be much 
better fitted for the barn or the 
stack, than it can be on the Sab- 
bath. Very rarely indeed, is 
even a slight loss incurred, by 
abstaining from labor;—not so of- 
ten it is presumed as by per- 
forming it. On this point i will 
state two facts, one of which 
came under my own observation 
two years ago, and the other is 
fresh in the memory ef some 
who will read this paper. The 
facts are similar. In both cases 
there had been a long rain in the 
midst of harvest. In both, the 
first fair day was Lord’s day. In 
both, much grain lay in the 
swath. In both, some people 
went into their fields; while oth- 
ers repaired to the house of Gots 
The Sabbath passed away; Mon- 
day came, and it did no¢ rain. 
Those who had trusted Provi- 
dence, and spent the preceding, 
day in the service of God, went 
out, invigorated by rest, and re- 
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turned with joy, bringing their 
sheaves with them; while those 
who would not trust their Maker 
put spent his holy day, in doing 
their own work, soon found to 
their cost, that they kad hurried 
their grain in before it was dry, 
and that so far from saving any 
thing, they had incurred much 
additional labor and expense! 
These facts need no comment. 
They speak for themselves, and 
the lesson which they teach, 
cannot, one would think, be easily 
misunderstood. 

Thus have I gone through 
with the plea which I proposed 
to examine, and unless I greatly 
mistake, the result of the inves- 
tigation Is, that even in the ex- 
treme case supposed=manual 
labor in the fieid, on the Lord’s 
day, is both unprofitable and sin- 
ful. I will not consume the 
reader’s time in proving, what 
must be so obvious, that if the 
plea wholly fails in an extreme 
case, it must of course fail, in all 
other cases, where the alleged 
necessity is less urgent. It can- 
not be necessary to prove, that if 
the poor man may not gather his 
little harvest on the Sabbath, the 
rich man may not gather his 
great harvest—nor that if grain 
may not be secured on that holy 
day, hay may not—nor finally, 
that if manual labor, on the 
Lord’s day, is sinful in time of 
harvest, it is sinful at all times. 

It will not be denied, that a 
subject of such high and solemn 
practical moment as this, de- 
mands the serious consideration 
of every person in the communi- 
ty. Itthe reasoning and conclu- 
sionon which I have relied in 
the preceding pages be correct, 
then it is certain, that a wemen- 
dous doad of guilt, incurred by 


profaning the Sabbath lies on 
New England; for it is a mourn- 
ful fact, that multitudes have of 
late years, done their own work, 
in what they have been pleased 
to call cases of necessity, on the 
Lord’s day. It is high time te 
break off from this sin, by right- 
cousness; to repent and do so ne 
more. Let all those who have 
quieted their consciences, by 
such pleas and excuses as have. 
been stated and examined in this 
number, give the whole subject 
a thorough investigation, and be- 
ware that they do not rest on 
ground, which will utt@ely fail 
them in the day of Judgment. 

Let professors of religion, es- 
pecially, walk in the straight and 
safe path of revealed truth. How 
deeply have some such wound- 
ed the feelings of their brethren, 
what a reproach have they 
brought upon their profession in 
the cyes of the world, and how 
highly have they provoked the 
great Lord of the Sabbath, by go- 
ing into their fields to labor oa 
that holy day! 

If it were a very doubtful ques- 
tion, it would be their plain duty 
to abstain, in ed! cases; for lear 
that their example might be in- 
jurious. ‘They are required to 
avoid even the appearance of 
evil. How much more imperi- 
ous then is the duty, when the 
practice is plainly contrary to 
one of the express commands cf 
the decalogue, 

Perhaps I ought just to ree 
mark, that nothing which has 
been advanced, cither in this, cr 
any preceding number, is intend- 
ed to condemn those exertions 
to save property, which may be. 
suddenly called for, on the Lord’s 
day, by the breaking cut of a fire, 
the undermining ef houses by 
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cannot, after bringing it to per- 
fection, intend that it shall be 
lost.” I answer, how do you 
know that? Suppose he should 
put it out of your power to gath- 
er it? This certainly wonld be 
no uncommonevent. Hundreds 
of acres are destroyed almost ev- 
ery year by winds and _ hail. 
Great quantities are not unfre- 
quently swept off by sudden 
inundations. And nota little is 
consumed in the barn by light- 
ning. Itis not true, therefore, 
that God always intends to have 
the precieus grain secured and 
enjoyed when he has caused it to 
row and ripen to the harvest. 
te then can you know, what 
may be his will in regard to 
yours? If he preserves it from 
the destructive powers of the el- 
ements, and enables you to se- 
cure it without violating his law, 
then it becomes your duty to se- 
cure it. If not, your duty is to acs 
quiesce cheerfully in the loss. 
The reader will observe, that 
I have thus far proceeded on the 
supposition, that in the case now 
under consideration, work must 
be done upon the Sabbath, or the 
field of wheat will certainly be 
lost; and I do most strenucusly 
insist, that even this supposition 
furnishes no sufficient excuse, 
for encroaching upon the sacred 
rest. But our main argument 
may be placed on much stronger 
ground. How does the proprie- 
tor know, that by leaving his 
grain one day longer in the field, 
he shall lose it? I have it from the 
best authority, that in one part of 
the town of B—a considerable 
number of farmers, two years 
4go, took up anc carted in their 
grain upon the Sabbath. The 
next year, just before harvest, 
their crops were destroyed by a 
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hail storm, the ravages of which 
were mostly confined to that 
neighborhood! But I do not re- 
member a solitary instance, nor 
afier much inquiry have I been 
able to find one, in which a field 
of grain has been lost, by its not 
being attended to upon the Sab- 
bath. In some instances it may 
have been injured, so as not to 
make quite so good bread; but 
who that thinks and acts ration- 
ally, would not prefer poor bread, 
with the divine blessing, to the 
most costly dainties, with the 
curses denounced against Sab- 
bath breakers resting on his head? 
Still, however, the plea is urg- 
ed, that it has rained all the 
week and may rain again on 
Monday, and then my crop will 
be nearly ruined. I answer, it 
may of rain on Monday, and 
then your grain will be much 
better fitted for the barn or the 
stack, than it can be on the Sab- 
bath. Very rarely indeed, is 
even a slight loss incurred, by 
abstaining from labor;—not so of- 
ten it is presumed as by per- 
forming it. On this point f will 
state two facts, one of which 
came under my own observation 
two years ago, and the other is 
fresh in the memory ef some 
who will read this paper. The 
facts are similar. In both cases 
there had been a long rain in the 
midst of harvest. In both, the 
first fair day was Lord’s day. In 
both, much grain Jay in the 
swath. In both, some people 
went into their fields; while oth- 
ers repaired to the house of God. 
The Sabbath passed away; Mon- 
day came, and it did not rain. 
Those who had trusted Provi- 
dence, and spent the preceding, 
day in the service of God, went 
out, invigorated by rest, and re- 
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qurned with joy, bringing their 


sheaves with them; while those 
who would not trust their Maker 
but spent his holy day, in doing 
their own work, soon found to 
their cost, that they kad hurried 
their grain in before it was dry, 
and that so far from saving any 
thing, they had incurred much 
additional labor and expense! 
These facts need no comment. 
They speak for themselves, and 
the lesson which they teach, 
cannot, one would think, be easily 
misunderstood. 

Thus have I gone through 
with the plea which I proposed 
to examine, and unless I greatly 
mistake, the result of the inves- 
tivation Is, that even in the ex- 
treme case supposed—manual 
labor in the fieid, on the Lord’s 
day, is both unprofitable and sin- 
ful. I will not consume the 
reader’s time in proving, what 
must be so obvious, that if the 
plea wholly fatls in en extreme 
case, it must of course fail, in all 
other cases, where the alleged 
necessity is less urgent. It can- 
not be necessary to prove, that if 
the poor man may not gather his 
little harvest on the Sabbath, the 
rich man may not guther his 
great harvest—nor that if grain 
may not be secured on that holy 
day, hay may not—nor finally, 
that if manual labor, on the 
Lord’s day, is sinful in time of 
harvest, it is sinful at all times. 

It will not be denied, that a 
subject of such high and solemn 
practical moment as this, de- 
mands the serious consideration 
of every person in the communi- 
ty. Itthe reasoning and conclu- 
sionon which I have relied in 
the preceding pages be correct, 
then it is certain, that a tremen- 
dous doad of guilt, incurred by 
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profaning the Sabbath lies on 
New England; for it is a mourn- 
ful fact, that multitudes have of 
late years, done their own work, 
in what they have been pleased 
to call cases of necessity, on the 
Lord’s day. It is high time te 
break off from this sin, by right- 
cousness; to repent and do so ne 
more. Let all those who have 
quieted their consciences, by 
such pleas and excuses as have. 
been stated and examined in this 
number, give the whole subject 
a thorough investigation, and be- 
ware that they do not rest on 
ground, which will utt@rly fail 
them in the day of Judgment. 

Let professors of religion, es- 
pecially, walk in the straight and 
safe path of revealed truth. How 
deeply have some such wound- 
ed the feelings of their brethren, 
what a reproach have they 
brought upon their profession in 
the cyes of the world, and how 
highly have they prevoked the 
great Lord of the Sabbath, by go- 
ing into their fields to labor on 
that holy day? 

If it were a very doubtful ques- 
tion, it would be their plain duty 
to abstain, in ad cases; for fear 
that their example might be in- 
jurious. ‘They are required to 
avoid even the appearance of 
evil. How much more imperi- 
ous then is the duty, when the 
practice is plainly contrary to 
one of the express commands cf 
the decalogue, 

Perhaps I ought just to ree 
mark, that nothing which has 
been advanced, cither In this, cr 
any preceding number, is intend- 
ed -to condemn those exertions 
to save property, which may be 
suddenly called for, on the Lord’s 
day, by the breaking cut of a fire, 
the undermining of houses by 
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a deluge, or the wreck of a 
shipin a storm. Such cases are 
very rare, and when they do oc- 
cur, it may perhaps be doubted, 
whether the efforts which they 
demand, for a few moments or 
even hours, can strictly speaking 
be called work, in the sense of the 
fourth commandment. At any 
rate, they are cases totally dis- 
tinct from common labor; not to 
mention, that if such exertions 
are work, they are often works 
of mercy; that is, they are neces- 
sary to relieve present distress, 
and therefore not liable to any of 
the preceding objections. 

I shall now close this number, 
with a resolution of the General 
Association of Connecticut, pass- 
ed at their session, June 1814.— 
» Resolved, that thuse Jabors in 
the ficld which have been in- 
creasing in this State, for years 
past euch as taking up hay and 
vrain, and various others, are not 
in the opinion of this bodyworks of 
necessity; and that no Jabor on the 
Sabbath, can be deemed such but 
that which isdemanded to save 
property from immediate destruc- 
t.on by fire, inundation, or other 
perils eguaily mnevitable, and that 
even in some such cases, it 
would be expedient rather to 
suffer loss, than to sct an exam- 
pie, which would be pleaded usa 
pictext, for real and extended 
viojations of the Sabbath.” 


a me he 
Tor the Panoplist. 
MEDITATIONS ON MATT. lv, 
imL!. wo. I. 


We are warned in the word of 
God of the subticty of the tempter 
of mankind, and are commanded 
to resist him, abiding stedfast in 
the faith. (2 Gor. xi, 3; 1 Pet. vy, 


Meditutions on Matt. iv. 11}. 
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8,9.) The consideration of our 
Lord’s victorious conflict may as- 
sist us inthis duty. The histo- 
ry of this conflict is thus intro- 
duced. 

“Then was Jesus led up by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil; and 
when he had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, he was aftci- 
wards an hungered.” Matt. iv, |, 
2. 

These verses suggest the fol- 
Jowing remarks. 

1. It appears to have been im- 
portant in accomplishing the de- 
signs of his mission, that the 
Lord Jesus should be tempted, 
as he was; since he was led into 
the wilderness by the Spirit of 
God for this very purpose. That 
our Redeemer and Surety should 
triumph over the tempter, whe 
had seduced Adam and al} his 
posterity, may have been requis- 
ite on many accounts. He is 
better able to sympathize with 
his people, and to support them, 
In their temptations. “For is 
that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to suc- 
cor them that are tempted.” 
The history of bis conflict and 
victory may also afford instruc- 
tion and encouragement to the 
Church in allages. ‘Phe disci- 
ples of Christ may learn by it to 
be circumspect, and aware how 
subtle and unwearied an enemy 
lies in wait to deceive them. He 
will endeavor in every possibic 
Way to do injury to their souls 
and to obstruct the Redeemer’s 
Cause. ‘Lherefore, “be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of 
his might; put on the whole ar- 
mor of God that ye may be abic 
to stand against the wiles of the 
devil.” 

2. The Spirit of God never leatts 








































persons, to expose themselves to 
remptations by any conduct or 
measures, unwarranted by Scrip- 
rure. We should cautiously shun 
temptation in thisrespect. We 
ought not to loiter in idleness, to 
peruse immoral books, to keep 
loose and unprincipled company, 

to join in improper amusements, 
to meddle with what does not 
concern us, or to do any thing, 
which unnecessarily places us in 
the way of temptation, and en- 
dangers our virtue. We ought 
not, uncalled by duty, wantonly 
to walk in slippery places, or 
voluntarily to expose ourselves to 
the pestilence. In the cases 
now specified, however, very 
few, who expose themselves, will 
nretend to be led by the Spirit. 
But there are many plausible 
-ourses and measures detrimen- 
yal and perilous to the sou} and in- 
iurious to the cayse of true re- 
lizion, into which ardént and en- 
‘husiastic persons may falsely im- 
avine themselves to be lea by the 
Spirit of God; such, as engaging 
in employments for which they 
are not qualified, neglecting their 
own duties for those of other 
persons, using unjustifiable 
means to secure proper ends, 
disregarding the proper time, 
order and manner of attending to 
their duties, driving things be- 
yond their proper limits, con- 
tending for non-essential forms 
and rites, and provoking unnec- 
essury controversies. How often 
do Ignorant, rash, and self-con- 
ccited men in such ways disturb 
the peace of the Church and 
cause the way oftruth to be evil 
spoken of. We eught not in any 
case blindly to follow the impuls- 
es and inclinations of our minds, 
iv dreams and signs, under a no- 
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tion that we are led by tiie Holy 
Spirit. We should bring all things 
to the law, and to the testimony; 
for only they are led by the Spir- 
it, who make the Scriptures their 
guide, carefully studied with 
humble and = sincere praycr. 
They were given by inspiration 
for this purpose; and by them 
the Spirit of God enlightens and 
directs, sanctifies and comforts 
his people. It is enthusiastic, 
and always dangerous, to neglect 
the Bible and follow our imagin- 
ations and feelmgs, or any other 
vague and fallible guide. Since 
the Scriptures were completed, 
and we have in them a compe- 
tent directory, men have no war- 
rant to seek or @€xpect any 
extraordinary communications 
from heaven in dreams, sugges- 
tions, signs or impulses. We 
may take a hint from such things 
when thev remind us of what we 
are taughtin Scripture, but are 
not to consider them, as of any 
authority to direct our faith or 
conduct. 

Notwithstanding, when we 
cordiaily obey the Scriptures, 
and are evidently walking after 
the Spirit, we may be ied inte 
temptations. The best are not 
exempted. But in this case we 
may consider them, as the ap- 
pointment of God for wise and 
good purposes, and may confi- 
dently expect his special protec- 
tion and assistance. But we 
cannot reasonably expect the 
same protection, if we rashls 
neglect the instructions of Scrip- 
ture and the direct path of duty, 
to follow vain men, or vain fan- 
cies. We then go into the ene- 
my’s territory, are in fact under 
his leading and cantiot be sale. — 
We should alwavs suspect @ 
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measure, for which we cannot 
assign a direct and evident rea- 
son from the word of God. 

38. As our Savior was without 
sin, his temptations were in 
some respects different from 
those of sinful men. For in the 
latter, the tempter avails himself 
not only of outward objects and 
the temperament and appetites 
ef the body, but also of the de- 
pravity of the heart. In fine, he 
fits his toils and allurements with 
consummate skill to the various 
characters, views, passions, hab- 
its and situations of mankind, 
Hence there isa particular dif- 
ference in the methods, by which 
the endeavors to beguile and de- 
stroy individuals; for he avails 
himself of whatever is peculiar 
in their respective dispositions 
acquirements, persons or cir- 
cumstances. There is also a 
general difference in the tenor 
ef his designs and attempts on 
the ungodly and the pious. 

With great subtlety he takes 
advantage of the criminal lusts, 
passions and habits of the un- 
godly, to lead them to do all 
manner of iniquity, and to bind 
them faster in his teils. He ex- 
cites them directly to outward 
sins and open vices, to gratify 
the lusts of the flesh, the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of lile, and 
to engage eagerly jn all the selfish 
emulations, contests and pur- 
suits, which occupy and embroil 
the world. He excites them to 
profane the name of God, to treat 
his word and institutions with lev- 
ity and contempt, to oppose and 
reviie sound doctrines and vital 
picty, to espouse and propagate 
errors and to entertain false 
hopes. When persons are so 
enlightened, as to perceive the 
mcecessity of repentance, and SO. 


alarmed, as to form resolutions 
to repent; he will then endeavor 
to prevail on them, to defer the 
execution of their resolutions 
from period to period. Postpon- 
ed, they are rendered useless, 
often pernicious, as they serve 
to quiet the caqnscience for the 
present. But when ke can no 
longer persuade men to neglect 
religion, he will still endeavor to 
cause them by his craftiness to 
retain some favorite iniquity, to 
rest in the form without the 
power of godliness, to rely on the 
name and peculiarities of a sect, 
or to mistake for true piety the 
false zeal, vain displays, and un- 
founded joys and hopes of enthu- 
siasm. In such ways as these, 
the prince of darkness rules in 
the children of disobedience. 
Oh, that their eyes were opened 
to see, how they are deluded, 
ensnared, and taken captive by 
this subtle enemy who means to 
destroy their souls forever —~ 
Then, sinner, you would sigh for 
liberty;—you would look to the 
Son of God, who only can set you 
free. 

In tempting Christians, the 
crafty adversary seldom endeav- 
ors to lead them directly to the 
commission of manifest and 
scandalous sins. When they are 
conscientiously walking in the 
path of duty, he usually tamperg 
with them as an angel of light, 
concealing his designs under 
fair pretences, offering plausible 
inducements and the counterfeit- 
ed appearances of virtue. But 
when he has brought them on 
his own ground, and into a frame 
predisposed to his purposes, his 
temptations become more direct 
and gross and at the same ume 
more powerful. Hence we may 
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circumspection, of walking cau- 
tiously, and of guarding against 
small deviations from our duty, 
the beginnings or first steps of 
transgression. His common ef- 
forts on Christians are designed 
to make them negligent and 
slothful; to deter them from ex- 
ertions by a dread of opposition 
and difficulties; to betray them 
into imprudences and irregularti- 
ties; to produce in them inordi- 
nate affections, spiritual pride, 
jealousy of one another, bigotry, 
levity, presumption, or distrust 
and melancholy; and to draw 
them into extremes of indul- 
rence, or of austerity. He will 
neglect no means to retard their 
own progress, and to beguile 
them into such misconduct, as 
way dishonor their profession, 
or diminish their usefulness 
among others. is the tempter 
so subtle, and so busy? How 
ought we, therefore, to watch and 
pray Let us endeavor to acquire 
self-knowledge and to realize 
our situation, and leave no quar- 
ter unguarded. Let us carefully 
scrutinize every affection, frame, 
opinion, inclination, or purpose, 
lest the enemy lurk under it. 
Let him neither keep us from 
our duty, nor corrupt our prin- 
ciples or motives in the per- 
formance. An indolent, heed- 
less mind is peculiarly exposed 
to his devices, 

4. Our Savior was led into the 
wilderness to be tempted, imme- 
diately after the descent of the 
Holy Ghost upon him at his bap- 
usm, and the testimony from 
Heaven, saying, Vhis is my be- 
loved Son, in whom Fam well 
fleased. Thus Christians ren- 
erally pass from extraordinary 
manifestations of divine favor, 
or unusual religious enjoyments, 
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into a state or frame that for: ox 
a striking contrast. Perhaps 
such tokens of divine love are 
sometimes designed to prepare 
them for an approaching conflict. 
Often however such favors ren- 
der them vain and remiss, 80 
that some humiliating circum- 
stance is necessary, like the 
apostie’s thorn in the flesh. We 
should therefore remember to 
keep our hearts with great care 
after such seasons, that we may 
not be elated and giddy, and in- 
advertently fall into the snares 
of the tempter. 

5. Our Lord’s retiring into the 
wilderness and fasting forty days 
and nights, does not warrant any 
attempts to do as he did in this 


respect. His retirement and ab- 
sunence evidently belong to 
those special transactions, in 


which he is not to be literally 
followed. Why should I attempt 
to imitate him in this case any 
more, than in walking on the 
sea? His example does not 
therefore authorize menastic se- 
clusions and the extraordinary 
austeritics, which have been ex- 
tolled at some periods, as the 
greatest efforts of virtue and pi- 
ety. Retirement and abstinence, 
however, are a Christian’s in- 
cumbent duty. We should re- 
tire daily to our closet, or some 
convenient place, for the secret 
exercises of devotion; we should 
be temperate at all times; and on 
proper occasiors we should add 
fasting to prayer and humilia- 
tion. Probably these duties are 
too much neglected. Our Lord 
undoubtedly passed the time iu 
the wilderness, as faras the inter- 
ruptions of the tempter would 
admit, in meditation and prayer. 
preparatory to the arduous work 
and sufferings, which were be 
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fere him. When young men 
are about to enter into the min- 
istry, they should in imitation of 
his example, appropriate an un- 
usual portion of time to medita- 
tion, self-examination and prayer. 
There are mary occasions also, 
on which all persons should do 
this. 

But when we retire to com- 
mune with our hearts and our 
Grod, we should expect and be- 
ware of the tempter. He will 
endeavor to interruptand confuse 
our meditations, and to lead the 
inind from what would be most 
useful to something calculated 
to excite vain and unholy feel- 
ings. He will endeavor to mislead 
and make us partial in self-ex- 
wtnination; and inthe result vain 
und seif confident, or gloomy and 
dispirited. La our prayers he will 
cndeavor looccasion Carelessness 
of spirit, vagrancy of thought 
and attention, forgetfulness and 
formality; or to render them 
the cifurts of the mind, rather 
than the humble and fervent as- 
pirations of the heart. Jt is his ob- 
ject to make us trifling and list- 
less, orinjudiciousin these du- 
ties, and to prevent spiritual im- 
provement; and we may be sure, 
he bas Corrupted them, whenthey 
render us no more bambie, spir- 
tually minded, or disigent in do- 
lug good. In our retirements 
we should eudcavor to keep our 
heart lo the love and fear of God, 
and should be grieved at unholy 
or ubseasonable thoughts, which 
tchd lo prevent their usefulness. 
Such was our Redecmer’s per- 
fect holiness, that the tempta- 
ious of Satan were distressing 
to him by their disagrceableness, 
and the abhorrence and antipathy 
they excied. Me suffered, being 
tented. He was probably hae 
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rassed by the odious sugges- 
tions of the tempter from time 
tu time, during the forty days 
and nights he fasted tn the wil- 
derness, (Mark i, 13.) At the 
end of them, when he was an 
hungered, Satan seems to have 
assumed a visible appearance, 
probably that of an angel of 
light. 

“And when the tempter came 
to him, he said, If thou be the 
Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. But he 
answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word, that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.’”’ Matt. iv, 3, 4. 

Here the adversary suggested 
to our Savior distrustful thoughts 
of God’s goodness and provi- 
dence, and endeavored to excite 
him to an Inexpedient measure 
for relief. He might also inu- 
mate, that it was questionable, 
whether he were the Son of God, 
and that he ought to prove him- 
self to be so, by a miracle to sat- 
isiy his hunger. Our Lord re- 
plied by a pertinent quotation 
from Scripture, importing that a 
man’s life depends on God and 
not on bis food only, and that the 
best way te preserve his life and 
to secure his salvation, is to ob- 
serve implicitly every promise 
and direction of God’s word. 

On this passage we may make 
the following remarks. 

1. Sutan’s address to our Lord 
reminds us of the manner, 10 
which he accosted LEve, the 
mother of our race; Yea, hath 
God said, ye shalinot eat of every 
tree ofthe garden? In both Cas- 
es he endeavors to insinuate 
doubts of the truth and benevo- 
lence of God. Most sins begin 
in latent unbelicf, or in doubung 
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the veracity, wisdom, power, 
knowledge, justice, or goodness 
of the Sovereign of the Uni- 
yerse. Some of his attributes 
appear to be questioned or deni- 
edin every transgression. It is 
of vast importance, therefore, 
that we preserve in our hearts a 
firm belief and approbation of his 
perfections. Then we shall ac- 
quiesce in his dispensations, as 
in all cases perfectly wise and 
good; confide in his word, as in- 
fallibly true; rely on his provi- 
dence, aS a sure resource; and 
endeavor to ascertain and do his 
will, as always right and most 
beneficial. Let us then, look- 
ing unto Jesus, seek to main- 
tain such a cordta! faith in his 
power, as our shield. 

2. The different circumstan- 
ces in which our Redeemer and 
our first parents were assailed by 
the tempter, are worthy of ob- 
servation. He was in a rude and 
barren wilderness; they were in 
paradise. He had fasted forty 
days and nights, was faint and 
hungry, and had no supply at 
hand; they were full, and had 
permission to eat of every tree, 
that was good for food. He was 
tempted to a deed, which was 
highly plausible and might seem 
necessary; they were tempted to 
disobey a plain and absolute com- 
mand of their bountiful Creator, 
without any specious pretext 
to justify their transgression. 
These considerations make our 
Savior’s victory more ijlustrious. 
They should also humble us, and 


diminish our seit-confidence. If 


our first parents, when holy, 
were sO e€usliy circumventca 
what can we co, wiiose hearts are 
so darkened aud corrupted with 
sin? We can manile stly have no 
lio} pe of overconiin yw the adver- 
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sary, except through the power- 
ful assistance of the victorious 
Captain of our salvation. 

3. The enemy of our souls 
well understands, bow to take 
advantage of our temporal cir- 
cumstances. Are we favored 
with the ease and spirits of good 
health, he will endeavor to lead 
us into excessive and irregular 
rratifications of a sensual nature; 
and we should espccially guard 
against all the sins of intemper- 
ance and sensuality. We should 
be diligently employed in some- 
thing useful, partake with mod- 
eration of the bounties of provi- 
dence, avoid whatever excites 
improper desires, and consider 
our bodies, as temples for the 
Spirit of God; and present them 
a living sacrifice, holy, accepfituble 
unto God, whichis our reusona- 
ble service. 

Is it our lot toendure the pains 
and disquicetudes. of a body, indis- 
posed and feebie; the enemy will 
take advantage of our state in this 
respect; and we should guard 
parucularly against gloomy im- 
aginations, murmuring and peev- 
ish feelings, discontentment, Im- 
patience, and censoriousness. 
We should beware of making 
the state of our health an ex- 
cuse for indulging sins of this 
kind, or for neglecting any du- 
ties which we can perform. We 
should look onthe favorable side 
of our condition in a spiritual 
view, as calculated to wean us 
from the world, to keep death 
and eternity in mind, to make 
spiritual consolations and bles- 
sings more acceptable, to hum- 
ble the soul into penitent sub- 
mission, and to make us look to 
God as our only hope end ce- 
pendance. Such  benciits as 


these, Wf derived by the grace of 
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God {rom our condition, will 
render it most salutary to the 
soul. Corporal maladies may 
be instrumental in producing 
spiritual health and beauty, and 
temporal adversity yield ever- 
lasting joys. 

If we are distinguished by the 
possession of wealth and afflu- 
ence, by elevationto honorable 
offices and employments, or by 
talents and erudition, the adver- 
sary will diligently endeavor to 
prevent the right use of our ad- 
vantages, and to make them the 
occasion of immense guilt and 
mischief to ourselves and others. 
In such circumstances we should 
particularly guard against the 
swellings of pride and self-im- 
portance, ostentation, voluptu- 
ousness, seeking our own glory 
and emolument, the vanity of 
valuing ourselves on original and 
singular opinions, and contempt 
of common men and common 
things. We should remember, 
that our responsibility to God 
and obligations to do good to 
men, are proportionate to our 
superior means and opportuni- 
ties. We should beware, that 
our mind be not intoxicated; 
study our high and extensive du- 
ties; and preserve on cur hearts 
a deep conviction, that we are 
entrusted with our gifts and ad- 
vantages for the promotion of 
truth, virtue and piety, the wel- 
iare of mankind and the glory of 
God; and that Unto whomsoever 
much is given, of him shull be 
much required. 

Though prosperity and ele- 
vation are most agreeable to 
te natural desires of mankind, 
it is much safer being in the 
A low condition, howev- 
The 


more 


vale. 
er, has also its dangers. 


roemy tempts those In it 
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particularly to envy, dishonesty, 
base and sordid gratifications, 
murmuring, insubordination, and 
subserviency to the views of oth- 
ers. If in an indigent and hum. 
ble condition, we should guard 
against such sins, learn content- 
ment and resignation, and by 
industry, frugality, virtue and 
piety, endeavor to mitigate the 
evils of such a state, and to glo- 
rify God and be useful to man in 
it. We should respect our su- 
periors, meddle not with con- 
cerns beyond our duty, but 
study to be inoffensive, and to 
get and do what good we can; 
not coveting great things in this 
world, but aspiring to be rich in 
Suith, and heirs of the kingdom, 
which God has firomised to them 
that love hin. 

Our circumstances should be 
attentively considered, to ascer- 
tain our duties and our dangers, 
that we may perform the one, 
and guard effectually against the 
other, The appointment and 
providence of God should also be 
acknowledged; and thy will and 
not mine be done, express our Ca- 
quiescence. We should not rash- 
ly conclude that we are the favor- 
ites of God, if prospered and flat- 
tered in the world; nor that he 
has cast us off, if we are pressed 
down to the dust undera heavy 
burden of afflictions, or by 
grievous temptations. : 

4. Satan often tempts Chris- 
tians, when destitute and afflic- 
ted, to distrust and despondency. 
They are sometimes ready to 
say of God; does he not deal se- 
verely with me? How many 
wicked men prosper, and have 
all their hearts can wish; while 
I am distressed for necessary 
food and apparel. How many 
enjoy perfect health and ease; 
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while I am incessantly. visited 
with disease and pains. How 
many are honored, caressed, and 
surrounded with their friends; 
while I am bereaved of my 
friends, despised and persecu- 
ted, or neglected. Has he not 
forgotten to be gracious? How 
can his promises be true, while 
] am left to suffer such things? 
When such suggestions as 
these, arise in the minds of af- 
flicted Christians, they should 
immediately banish them, as 
caning from no good source. 
Rather let them say; God has no 
where promised me affluence, 
or health, or the favor of men, or 
exemption from the rod of afflic- 
tion in this world. My Redeem- 
er was a man of sorrows and ac- 
uainted with sufferings, beyond 
any parallel; and shall I com- 
plain, who have been so vile and 
guilty? The great Shepherd 
knows what is best; and might 
not any other circumstances be 
worse for me than these? Perhaps 
he is now putting my faith and 
love to the trial; or teaching me to 
hate sin more, to love the world 
less, and to long for his heavenly 
kingdom; or making my refrac- 
tory heart by discipline more 
humble, patient, resigned, and 
spiritual; and thus preparing me 
in the furnace, to shine with 
ereater Justre. I will therefore 
hold fast my confidence to the 
end; and in the mean time en- 
deavor to learn the Jessons, 
which my afflictions are calcu- 
lated to teach me, to submit my- 
self unreservedly to the wili of 
God, and to rely without waver- 
ing on his word. Though he 
slay me; yet will J trust in him; 
and IT shall one day sing his 
praises for all these sufferings. 


5. Satan often tempts persons 
to improper ways of supplying 
their wanis, or extricating them- 
selves from difficulties. Then 
case it is suggested, is of such 
an extraordinary nature, as to 
justify a departure from the rigid 
laws of virtue; their circumstan- 
ces render it necessary to resort 
to forbidden means. In such an 
extremity as theirs, it would be 
folly to be scrupulous; their ne- 
cessity gives them licence, and 
will be a sufficient excuse. How 
many by such suggestions are be- 
gutled into the use of falsehood, 
and fraud, and other unlawful cx- 
pedients; quieting their con- 
sciences by the groundless per- 
suasion, that their indigence and 
distress will excuse them. Nev- 
er should we yield to such a per- 
suasion; but jin circumstances, 
most trying, adhere inflexibly to 
the precepts and confide stead- 
fastly in the promises of God. 
Trust in him; and he will do for 
us much better than we can for 
ourselves by any unwarrantabie 
steps. Our blessed Redeemer, 
who in compassion, repeatedly. 
fed by miracle the multitudes 
who tollowed him, refused thus 
to supply himself at the instige- 
tion of the tempter. It would 
have shown a disposition, on any 
emcrgency or solicitation, te 
leave the dircct path of duty 
His example teaches us t 
avoid all sinister and suspicious 
measures In onr distress, and to 
rely with unshaken confidence 
on the providence of God. Our 
Lord wasin all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. Shati 
we then think that any sins be. 
come necessary and allowable 
on account of our trials ane 
temptations? Let us ever te- 
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member, that no pressure of 
trouble, or greatness of  afflic- 
tion, will justily impatience, and 
repining, or the use of unlawful 
means. Trust in the Lord, and 
do good; commit thy way unto 
the Lord, and wait patiently for 
him, and you will find support 
and deliverance. For God is 
farthful, who will not suffer you 
fo be tempted above that ye are 
Qble; but will with the tempiation 
aiso make @ wuy to escafie, that 
ye may be able to bear tt. 

6. Our Savior repelled temp- 
tation by the word of God; thus 
teaching us to make the Holy 
Scriptures our directory and 
encouragement at all umes. We 
should by study and prayer en- 
deavyor to acquire a just and ac- 
eurate knowledge of what is 
written, that we may make the 
precepts of God our rule, and 
his promises our support. In 
case any are troubled” with 
doubts of the truth of revelation, 
Jet them pot only attend to 
works on lis evidences, but also 
with prayer and an honest heart 
peruse the Scriptures with great 
attention. The work in ques- 
tion should itself be examined 
with care and reflection. They 
should consider the accurate de- 
lineation of the various charac- 
ters of men in the Bible, the 
sublimity and originality cf its 
doctiines, the righteousness and 
benevolence of iis precepts, the 
comprehension and depth of its 
various Instructions, and the ho- 
ly tendency of the whole. The 
Bible is a book, which wicked 
men hate and oppose, or endeav- 
or to corrupt; but which goed 
men Jove and admire. It icul- 
caleés with the strongest mouves 
every duty, and condemns ali in- 
iomity. Lt is a buok, which, if 
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there be any light given to man. 
kind from Heaven or any guide, 
has infinitely fairer pretension 
than any other. It is a book, 
which beyond all others subdues 
the selfishness, pride and feroc. 
ity of mankind, and affords con. 
solation and support to the affiic. 
ted and the dying. It has raised 
Christian nations in light, liberty 
and humanity far above the oth- 
er nations of the earth. Wher- 
ever it is received, as a rule of 
faith and life, it enlightens, ex- 
alts and purifies the soul; and 
produces a rich harvest of all the 
fruits of benevolence and piety. 
Can such a book be the inven- 
tion of wicked and impious men? 
Such the penmen must have 
been, if they did not, as they as- 
sert, receive their communica- 
tions from heaven, Could it in- 
deed be the work of any men, 
however gifted, except as the 
amanuenses of the Holy Spiri’? 
Does it not evidently bear the 
impress of God, no less than the 
volume of nature? Js it not 
manifestly appointed by him, as 
the grand instrument, to make 
known the Savior, to overthrow 
the powers of darkness, to en- 
lighten and heal the nations, to 
cheer and guide the humble and 
contrite, and to prepare men for 
the kingdom of heaven, where 
all is perfect holiness and love? 

Let us therefore, my Chris- 
tian brethren, bind this pre- 
cious book to our hearts, study 
it with diligence and confidence; 
and make it our habitual medi- 
tation and directory. ‘Then we 
shall defeat the tempter; and be 
like trees planted by the rivers 
of water, that biing forth their 
fruic in season, whose leaves also 
shail not wither, and whatsoever 
we do shall prosper. We should 
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also give this inestimable book 
to the destitute and indigent; 
and do all we can to extend its 


blessings; praying that it may 


RELIGIOUS 


SOCIETIES FOR THE EDUCATION OF INDI- 
GENT PIOUS YOUNG MEN, FOR THE MIN- 
ISTRY. 


THESE societies are founded on two well 
attested and deeply impressive FACTS; 
that a large portion of our uation is des- 
titute of competent religious instructors, 
and that the ordinary supply from our 
colleges is utterly insufficient to meet 
these wants. The population of our 
country swells far beyond the ordinary 
flow of ministers trom our colleges. ‘The 
wants of the country are constantly be- 
coming more extensive and more griev- 
ous. Au extraordinary and vigorous ef- 
fort, therefore, is demanded in order to 
furnish our nation with suitable Christian 
instruction. 

‘The facets, which have been laid in va- 
rious ways before the Christian public, 
relative to the wants of our countrymen, 
are yet incomplete. ‘The most prying 
eve has not yet searched out every corner 
of darkness in our Jand. But the facts, 
which have already been collected, need 
only be diffused, to inter estevery © bristian 
heart in the subject. An impartial state- 
ment of facts will enable every Christian 
to see what claims his destitute country- 
men have on his charity. Information on 
this subject, must be collected and diffus- 
sed. Men must see, in order to act. Ob- 
jeets of misery must be present to the 
view, before the heart will be moved to 
pity. “The multitude of Christians in our 
land who enjoy the weekly instruction of 
the sabbath, and who, with their families, 
dwell daily in the midst of that great light, 
which first diffused its healing beams 27 
the land of Zebulon, beyond Jordan, in 
Galilee of the gentiles, must behold the 
thousands of their fellow- countrymen, 
who, with their children, spend the pres- 
ent life without Christian instruction, and 
enter use future without hope; and, ucless 
they are Christians merely in name, they 
will open their hearts and purses in charity 

Me. Beecher, in his Address in behalf 
of the Charitable Society formed in Con- 
necticut for this object, has laid before 
the pubiie as brief aod compreheusive a 
View of the present state of information, 
respecting the extent of religious instruc- 
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fill the hearts of all men with 
the knowledge and love of our 
glorious and blessed Redeemer. 


R. W. 


INTELIGENCE. 


tion enjoyed in our own country, as can 
elsewhere be found. The faets he has 
exhibited respecting the deficiency ot 
evange elical instructors in our nation, his 
ingenious and sound calculations to shew 
the incompetency of any ordinary method 
to furnish a supply, accompanied with the 
most solemn appeals to the conscience 
and heart, have already induced many 
Christians to take hold of the subject and 
to form Charitable Societies. ‘Their ob- 
ject is to educate pious young men for the 
ministry, who are unable to edueate 
themselves, and thus supply the nation. 
They would seek the energy, and talent, 
and piety, that adorn so many in the 
poorer classes of society, and cultivate 
them for more prominent service in the 
chureh of God. 

Mr. Beecher has warned us not to keep 
silence on this subject. In his expressive 
language, “the newspaper, the tract, and 
magazines must disclose to our slumber- 
ing countrymen their danger. The press 
must groan in the communication ot our 
wretchedness; and from every pulpit 
in the land the trumpet must sound lous 
and loud. The nation must be awaked iv 
save itself by its own exertions or we are 
undone.” 

This was uttered while his heart was 
warmed by the facts he had just been 
exhibiting. ‘These facis have probably 
met the eves of most of our readets. We 
feel justified, however, without detailing 
them minutely, to exhibit his general es- 
timate of the spiritual necessities of our 
nation. 

The rule with whieh Mr. Beecher sets 
out in his estimate, is, that to furnish the 
United states with competent religious 
instruction, one instructor is demanded foc 
every thousand souls. To justify this 
rule, he states thatin the Jewish ns tion 
the proporion was much greater; that New 
England in her most prosperous days had 
one for 628; and that the present medi- 
um supply for Europe is one for 1000. 
The following reasons shew the rule to be 
at least moderate. 
the Union is so seattered, 
it cannot be thrown tito congregations of « 
thousand souls; aud if, in some places, one 
pastor can supply LIC or 2000; in for: 
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times that number of places he can em- 
body in his charge a number not exceed- 
ing 500 souls. So that assigning one miu- 
ister to a thousand souls, as they are scat- 
tered over the face of the nation, is in 
fact a very sinall supply. But could the 
population of the nation be organized in 
cougregations of 1000 souls, or 150 fami- 
lies, the whole routine of ministerial la- 
bor, the weekly preparations for the 
desk, the visiiing of schools, the cate- 
chetical instruction, the weekly lectures, 
and family visiting, added to a vast amount 
of miscellaneous avocations, would com- 
pletely engross the whole time of any 
pastor.” 

Take this rule, then, and the 8,000,000 
of inhabitants in the United States need 
8,000 ministers. The number of our ed- 
ucated minisiers is not more than 3,000; 
of course 6,000 are at present needed, and 
5,000,000 people are destitute of compe- 
tent religious instruction. There nyay 
be, perhaps, 1,500 besides, who are nom- 
inaliy ministers. ‘hese Mr. Bb. strikes 
off the list. His reasons for so doing are, 
that they are extremely illiterate, despis- 
ing learning, and utterly incapabie of ex- 
erting that religious, and moval, and litera- 
ry influence which belongs to the ministry. 

" “}ilitevate pastors,” Mr. B. justly ob- 
serves, *‘cannot be the patrons of schools, 
vcademies and colleges, They cannot, 
and if they can they will not, exalt society 
above their own level. Education, reli- 
gious and literary, will be negieeted in 
their hands; civilization will decline, and 
immoralities multiply. Uf the influence 
of such men be better than nothing, if it 
do vot help on the decline caused by hu- 
man depravity, it is totally incompetent 
to arrest it.” 

“Tiliterate men have never been the 
chosen instruments of Gop to build up 
his cause. The Disciples of our Lord, to 
supply the deficiency of an education, 
were instructed by himself for three 
vears; and then, were miraculously taught 
languages, and clothed with the power of 
miracles, and were guided beside by the 
immediate suggestions of the Holy Spirit. 

“What would the seience of- law-be- 
come, and the administration of justice, 
in the hands of men destitute of a com- 
mon education, ignorant of the science, 
and who should go from the plough and 
the workshop to the bar? What would 
be the fate of medicine, and our fate, 
were health and life committed to the 
bands of men who never studied the hu. 
man system, and knew nothing of diseas- 
csor remedies, by reading or by medita- 
tion? And what would be the fate of ag- 
riculture, or commerce, or the mechanic 
arts, pursued with as much ignorance as 
attends an unlettercd ministry; and pur- 


sued only as a calling subordinate to 
another, which occupied six days in sevep) 
Is religious knowledge alone to be ob. 
tained without study? Or is the soul, and 
its eternal concern, the only thing on 
earth unworthy the attention of an or. 
der of men educated for the purpose, and 
devoted exclusively to that object? It js 
our duty then to engage deliberately in 
the enterprise of supplying our nation with 
qualified religious instructors.—Religion is 
the last thing that should be committed to 
the hands of ignorant and incompetent 
men, and the real deficiency of competent 
religious instructors is atleast five thous- 
and, and the population unsupplied is five 
millions.” 

The question then arises whether these 
5,000,000 will ever receive competent 
religious instructors. A short calculation 
will shew, that without extraordinary ex- 
ertions, they never will. The population 
of the country in past years has far out- 
run the inerease of ministers. “Fiom 
the year 1700 to 1758, there were 1998 
students graduated at Harvard and Yale 
Colleges, (at that time the only Colleges 
in New-England.) Ofthis number, 804 
were ministers of the Gospel. Of these 
804, there were living in 1753, aceording 
to the best estimate, 621. The popv- 
lation of New-England, in 1753, was 590, 
000. Of course there was, at that time, 
on an average, ove LIBERALLY EDUCATED 
minister for every 628 souls in New- 
England. 

“From a cursory examination of the 
necessary documents, it is presumed, 
that previous to this period, baek to the 
first. settlement of the country, the sup- 
ply was even greater than this proportion. 

“Compare this result with the present sup- 
ply of ministers from these colleges. Let it 
be first remembered, however, that since 
1753 the population of New England has 
increased nearly tenfold, and has spread it- 
self over the whole western country; and 
though Colleges have multiplied, yet Har- 
vard and Yale still educate ONE THIRD of 
all who receive a collegiate education in 
the United States: that of course one 
third of the population, or nearly three 
millions of people, look to them for re- 
ligious teachers. To supply this popula- 
tion, as New-FE.ngland was supplied for 
more than 130 vears after its settlement, 
(that is, till within the memory of many 
now upon the stage,) would require 4,250 
ministers. Yet it is a faet, that there are 
bow living only 760 ministers, graduates 
of Harvard and Yale; leaving an arrearag: 
of 3,490. 

“To speak more partientarly of Yale 
College. Probably one sirth of all whe 
receive a collegiate education in- the 
United States are graduuies of ibis seme 
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nary.—Allotting then to Yale-College one 
gixth of the population of the United 
States, as her portion to supply, if this 
portion were now fully supplied, with 
ane minister for every 1,0UU souls; yet, 
barely to fili the vacancies by death, and 
to meet the annual increase of population, 
the College would still be called upon to 
furnish 80 ministers anually; aud this 
number to be inereased in future, in pro- 
portion as the population should increase. 
Yet it is a fact, that for the last forty 
years, there has not been an average of 
SiNE ministers annually from this insti- 
tution.” 

We are brought then to this conclu- 
sion, that “an immediate, universal, vigor- 
ous effort must be made to provide relig- 
ious instruction for the nation.—The en- 
terprize is One which a few hands cannot 
accomplish. ‘lhe nation, all the pious 
and weil-disposed part of the nation, must 
unite and eugage systematically and vigor- 
ously in this work of self-preservation. 
The evangelizing of the nation must not 
be a secondary object toany one. It must 
stand forth in all its magnitude, as the 
prominent object upon which all eyes are 
fixed; for which all hearts beat, and in 
which all hands are employed. A_ Bible 
for every family, a school for every dis- 
triet, and a pastor for every 1,000 souls, 
must be the motto apon the standard, 
round which the millions who enjoy these 
blessings must rally for the purpose of ex- 
tending them to those who do not.” 

Mr. I. brings an object so loudly claim- 
ing Christian charity to the doors of min- 
isters, churches, charitable associations, 
the wealthy, men in civil authority, and 
the alumni of Yale College. On each of 
these classes, he presses his solicitations 
with an ardor demanded by the necessi- 
ties of those whose cause he pleads. We 
will close this article with a few passages, 
with which he concludes his energetic ap- 
veal. “The motives to such an effort as 
we propose, are numerous and powerful. 
‘Lis indispensable to prevent the great 
body of the nation from sinking down to 
4 state of absolute heathenism. Let the 
tide of population roll on for seventy years 
Sit has done for the 7U thatare past, and 

‘tho extraordinary exertion be made to 
‘eet the vastly inereasing demand for 
ministers; but let them increase only in 
‘he slow proportion that they have done, 
tad what will be the result?: ‘There will 
within the United States SEVENTY 
L.10N sours—and there will be only 
<i wusand competent religivus teachers; 
iat iS, SIXTY-POUR MILLTON, out of the 
“VENEY, will be wholly destitute gf prop- 
religions instruction. They may not 
veube the worshippers of idols; but 
wre is a brutaliiv, aad igeoranee, and 
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profligacy always prevalent where = the 
Gospel does not enlighten and restrwa, 
as decisively ruinous to the soul, as fioia- 
try itself. [tis ot little consequeiee to a 
ruined immorta! in hell, whether he per- 
ished by the waters of the Ganges, or on 
the road to Jugyernaut; or whether he 
perished at‘ home, consumed by slow fives 
within, or chilled by frost in a fit of intoxi- 
cation. The little light that may giim- 
mer upon the dark places of our iand, if it 
be notenough to rescue souls from death, 
may even render their circumstances 
more dreadful than the total darkness of 
heathen lands, by aggravating their guilt 
and condemnation. The civil welfare of 
the nation demands imperiously, the uni- 
versal co-operation of religious institutions, 

**Lt knowledge and virtue be the basis of 
republican institutions, oar fonodatious 
wiil soon rest upon the sand, unless a more 
effectual and all-pervading syste: of re- 
ligious and moral instruetion can be pro- 
vided. The right of suffrage in the bands 
of an ignorant and vicious population, such 
as will always exist in a land where the 
Gospel does not restrain and civilize, will 
be a sword in the hand of a maniac; to 
make desolate around him, and fiualiy to 
destroy himself. It is no party in politics 
that can save this nation from political 
death, by political wisdom merely. The 
disease is upon the vitals, and the remedy 
must be appropriate. ‘here is no remedy 
but the tree whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations. Beneath’ the 
shade of this tree the millions of our land 
miay sit down with great delight, and its 
fruit shall be sweet to their taste. 

“The integrity of the Union demands 
special exertions to produce in the nation 
a more homogeneous character, and bind 
us together by firmer bonds. Commen- 
eing, as each State did, a kind of insulated 
emstence, and preserving still, as it ought 
to do, an independent, internal orgariza- 
tion; and spread* as the States are, over a 
vast extent of country; and united as chey 
are, chiefly for defence and commercial 
purposes, there is not sufficient intercourse 
to béget affection; nor a sufficient solidity 
of the whole nation to couateract the dan- 
ger of local repulsion in times of pubiic 
commotion. A remedy must be applied 
to this vital defect of our national organi- 
zation. But what shall that remedy be? 
‘There can be but one. The consolidation 
ot the State Governments would make a 
despotism. Wut the prevalence of pious, 
intelligent, enterprising ministers through 
the nation, at the ratio ot one for a thous- 
and, wonk! establish schools, and acade- 
mies,and colleges, and habits, and institu- 
tions of homogeneous influence. These 
would produce a sameness of views, and 
feelings, and interests, which would lay 
4i* 
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the foundation of our empire upon a rock. 
Religion is the central attraction, which 
must supply the deficiency of political af- 
finity and interest. Religion is the bond 
of charity, which in storms must under- 
gird the ship. The intercourse of good 
men, in the blessed enterprize of evaugel- 
izing our land, will do more than every 
thing beside to make the different parts 
of ihe land acquainted, to do sway lvcal 
jealousies, to consolidate the nation, and 
perpetuate its liberties. The very en- 
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terpize will cause every one who embarks 


in it to love his country better, while he 
constantly renders his country more wor- 
thy to be leved. 

“How blessed will be the remuneration 
of such an enterprize, in the health, the 
temperance, the industry, and peace, and 
friendship, diffused through the nation. 
The ext.cnse of crimes and of their punish- 
ment, beside all the woes of wickedness, 
is four times as great, as the expense of 
their prevention, by a eomprehensive 
system of religions instruction. 

«With respect to the young men, whom 
we shall educate by our charities, it may 
be observed, that as we take them under 
oar patronage not until they are fitted for 
College, we shali not be likely to be de- 
ceived in the objects of our charity, after 
such a probation as the preparatory stud- 
ies will afford. We shall be able to select 
young men of sotind minds, amd good tal- 
ents; and they will be taken from a state 
of society, where bodily vigor, resolution, 
and acapacity of enduring hardships, will 
he found in their best estate. 

“Upon the College, and upon the State at 
large, the influence of such,an accession of 
intelligent and pious young men, will be 
most auspicious. ‘The religious and moral 
habits of our young men in College are 
to affect deeply the civil and reljgious in- 
terests of the State. The age at which 
they reside in College is the torming age; 
cod the habits of thinking and feeling ac- 
quired there, will often be carried through 
hfe We foel constantly in our churches, 
and in our civil concerns, in all parts of 
the Sxate, the good or ill efects of prineci- 
ples imbibed, and babits formed in Yale 
College. Now the great difficulty, where 
such numbers of. inexperienced youth 
are associated, is to guard against irrelig- 
ion and dissipation. What parent, on 
sending his son to a public seminary, does 
nottremble at the temptations, to which 
he may be exposed? But the students, 
whom Charity shall send to Yale College, 
will possess, ordinarily, a weight of talents, 
and always, it may be hoped, that piety 
and circumspectiou, which will create an 
influence in the College, surpassing the 
rower of laws or discipine. What a se- 

urity te our sons to have in the College, 
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whither we send them, a select band of 
pious companions to watch over and pray 
for them, and lead them in the right way, 

“Nor is it a vain expeetation, that the 
prayers, the example, and the conversatiop 
of these sons of the prophets m our Col. 
lege, will be connected with frequent re. 
vivals of religion, and that our charities to 
them may be the very means, which God 
will make the occasion of salvation to our 
own children. What-a pledge to the 
State for the piety and integrity of her 
pastors and of rising legislators. It is no 
unreasonable hope, that in educating one 
minister by charity, we shall provide two 
for our country, by the blessing of God 
upon the prayers and example of this one, 

“The Providence of God also seems at 
the present time, to indicate, with uncom- 
mon clearness, our duty. ‘There is an un- 
usual predisposition, manifesting itself in 
our country, to receive the Gospel. Infi- 
delity has long been on the decline, and 
the importance of religious institutions i: 
more highly appreciated. Something be- 
gins tO appear in some of the new settle. 
ments, which reminds us of the early davs 
of New-England, when our fathers carried 
their pastor with them, lo commence 4 
settlement in the wilderness. The utility 
uf Missionary labors is more and more ad. 
mitted, and the demand as to extent and 
importunity is increasing every year. 

“Several charitable foundations have al- 
ready been laid, with a view to prepare in- 
digent young men of piety for College; and 
(cod has raised up suddenly, and by an 
unparallelled liberality, Theological Sem: 
naries to receive them, and fit them fo 
the Ministry, when regularly educated 
By the revivels of religion, also, which have 
prevailed and now prevail in our Jand, 3 
great multitude of young mew have been 
made willing to devote themselves to ab 
the hardships attending so great an enter 
prize as the evangelizmg of the nation. 
Our College constitutes the broken link 
To her threshold, every year, young men 
of piety come, and for the love of Jesus, 
and the worth of souls, plead for admis- 
sion, and are sent away beezuse no funds 
are provided to help them through. From 
all parts of the land the ery ascends, Give 
us Ministers, or we die; and pious young 
men, smitten with compassion, spriey 
and rush to our College, and offer then- 
selves to the Lord, and no provision is made 
to receive ther. 

“Fora number of years past, from 16 te 
20 applications of this kind have been 
made and Tefused. There are at this 
time several young men in Yate-College 
who, hearing that this society had been ot 
ganized, have come and flung themselves 
upon us. We could not send them awy; 
and yet, unless we are patronized by the 
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pnblie, they must go away despairing 
of their objeet; for they stand in need of 
every thing, while as yet it is compara- 
tiv ely nothing that we can do. 

‘After all, it may be demanded by some 
what evidence have we, that the objects of 
our eharity will devote themselves to the 
profession for which they are educated, 
and will adorn the doctrine of God their 
Savior. You have the evidence of a pro- 
jession of religion, coufirmed by a corcs- 


pondent life, through at least two years of 


preparatory study. 

‘Considering the great demand for Min 
isters, and the evident purpose of God ‘to 
proviey # supp'y, indicated by revivals in 

Colleges, and unheard of liberality of many 

» educate ministers, you have reason to 
believe that those who offer themselves 
will be generally those whom God has 
called, and whom he will preserve and 
bless. And you have the analogy of past 
experience, from which it appears that, 
with few exceptions, the young men, who 
have been educated by charity for the min- 
istry, have answered the expectations of 
their benefactors. But suppose oceasionally 
we should be disappointed, and our labors 
bein vain, would that be a reason for aban- 
Joning the whole system of charitable ed- 
ucation, and leaving our country to relapse 
into heathenism, and our posterity to be 
ey by the hand of despotism. Must 
: be certain of success, before we litt a 
finger in any charitable enterprize? Is no 
trust to be reposed in God, and no risk to 
he ran for the love of Jesus and the good 
uf souls? Do we in common life vesi no 
capital in any business without an absolute 
certainty of a profitable return? If a evop 
tail, will the farmer never sow agnin’ Ifa voy- 
ee prove unsuccessful, will the merchant 
never try another? We have at least as bigh 
security for the acecomplishirent of our 
charitable designs as attend an ordinary 
worldly avoeation, in wh ieh the risk of fail- 
ure never deters any one. Where then 
you would ron the risk of fiilure from a 
prospect of earthly gain, will you not do 
Kk to glority God, to bless your country, 
to amb immortal souls from perdition. 
You bave as high and even ligher seeurity 
than parents ordinarily have, who edueate 
their own children for the ministry, and 
apon the principle upon whieh you ‘would 
refuse to give, all efforts must stop to pro- 
tide ministers, and che whole land sit in 
iarkness. Be sides, your obligation to 
give does not avise froin the absolute cer- 
teinty of success, “Phe necessities of your 
country and the world, and the high au- 
thority of heaven, bind you to give, com- 
jnitting the eventto God. If he hear your 
prayers and bless your al+.s, you are bound 
to give thanks. tut it} ior the trial of 
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you are to submit without murmuring, but 
never to withhold your charities and your 
pravers. 

“And now, people of Connecticut, and 
all who fear God, with these facts we ap- 
peal to your conseienees whether it is ve 
your duiv togive. We appeal toyour hearts 
whether’ you are not willing to give, 19 
save your country from ruim, and to sav 
millions of your countrymen from hell. 
Ave youa friend to your counity? Behold 
her nakedness and spread over it the cov- 
er of charity. Are you fricuds to evil lib- 
erty? Give, that it may be rescued from a 
violent de ath, and a speedy one, by the 
hands of ignorance and irreligion. Are 
you patriots? Bless your eountry by uni- 
ting in the holy euterprize of converting a 
moral wilderness into a fruitful field. Ave 
you fathers? Give, that you may provide tor 
your children, at home and abroad, an in 
heritance ineorruptib'e and onde efile il, <r 
unfading in heaven. Are yor wit 
Pray withont ce easing to the Lord of the 
harvest, that he wou! ld thrust laborers into 
his vineyard, and let your prayers and your 
charities go up together. Do any of yon 


anticipate a speedy remove W fram this to 


a better world, and do you wish to eonse- 
crate to some useful purpose a portion | ow 
the whole of your property? Give it, we 
beseech you, for the education of iu digeit 
pious young men for the Gospel Ministry, 
that you, being dead, mey yet, Uarous ty 
distant generations, speak to your eountr 
men the words of cternal life. Au, 
finally, whatever it shail be your purpose 
to do, do it quickly, and with all vour 
might; for of the five millions of your ‘des- 
titute countrymen every year is sweeping 
150 thousand to the grave. While von 
read, they die and go to the jodement, and 
with ail the expedition that you ean mek: 
about 750 thousand must die in this Cliri- 
tinn land destitute of the means of grace 
before you can send to them oue competen! 
religious mstructor, as the result of exc 
tions which are vet to be made. Q, tha! 
miy head were as waters, and mine eycs 
as fountains of tears, that Lo might weep 
day and night over the stain of the daugi:- 
ter of my peoptc!” 


CONSTITUTION 
GF THE CUARITABLE SOCIETY, FORMED ty 
CONNECTICUT, FOR THE EDUCATION ©) 
INDIGENT PIOUS YOUNG MEN, FOR ‘ru! 
NISTRY OF THE GOSPEL. 


Art. ft. The object of this Society shal! 
be, to furnish pecuniary assistanee to ind) 
gent young men of piety and promising 
talents, fatended for the ministry of th. 
Goosp el, in Obtaining an edue ation: at Ya! 
College; it boing Naderste ou, u mat nO per 
‘to be received vuder the paten, 


‘ous 2° 
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age of this society, unless they be really 
iidigent, and that even such be required 
to make all suiiabie exertions to help 
theniseives. 

Art. 2. Any person whoshall subseribe 
this constitution, and pay annually a sum 
not less than one doilar, shall be a member 
of this Society, and shall be holden to make 
such annual payment, until by notice giv- 
en Lo one of its agents, he shall withdraw 
from the Suciety. 

Art. 3. Any person who shall pay at 
one tue not less than tweniy dollars shail 
be a member tor lite. 

Art. 4. Any person who shall pay ten 
dollars at any One time, shall be a member 
for ten ycars; and if within that period he 
shall pay ten dollars in addition, le shall be 
a member for life. 

Art. 5. Au person who shall collect 
ten dollars a year in behalf of the Society, 
muy be a member. 

Art. 6. A permanent fund, of which 
the imterest only shall be expended, shall 
be formed by the payments made by mem- 
bers for life, and for ten-years, from such 
sums as the donors shall appropriate to 
this purpose, and from a portion of the an- 
nual reeeipis, to be determined, trom time 
tu time, by vote of the Society. 

Art. 7. The offieers of this Society 
shall be a President, Vice-President, Sco- 
retary, Treasurer, and Auditor. The 
‘Treasurer of Yale-College shail, ec officio, 
be Treasurer of this Scciety. ‘The other 
ufiicers shall be chosen annually by ballot. 

Art. 8. It shall be the duty of the 
Treasurer to mansge the funds, so as to 
render them productive; to pay out such 
sums as shall be ordered by the committee 
of appropriations; and to render to the 
Seciety an annual account af the receipts 
and expenditures, and of the manner in 
Which the funds are invested. 

Art. 9. The selection of the objects of 
patronage, and the appropriation of all 
monies, Shall be made by a Committee of 
the Sowety, to be chosen annually, and 
denominated the Committee of Appropri- 
alinns 

Art. 10. The Comnuttce of Appropri- 
ations, in selecting objects ot charity, shall 
give a preference to the descendants of 
members for lite, and of others who may 
have given a sum greater than twenty dol- 
leurs; provided such descendants bave the 
qualifiestions required in the constitution, 

Art. 11. The foilowing conmittces shall 
nis0 be appointed annually, viz: A Com- 
mittee of Supplies, and a coramittee in 
each assovialionsl district in this State. 

Art. 12) It shall Le the duty of the 
Committee of Supplies to devise measures 
for increasing the funds of the Society; to 
state its views to the public; and to make ap- 
peals to their hberality, in behalf of those 
ia whom pcuilary aid is soleited. 
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Art. 13. It shall be the duty of the as- 
socialional committees to promote the ob- 
jects of the Society, within their respective 
limits, particularly by soliciting subserip- 
tious and donations, and by eveouraging 
the formation of auxiliary societies. 

Art. 14. Any individual or association 
of persons, who shall pay one hundred 
dollars a year, may have the privilege of 
vominating a person, who shall receive the 
assistance of the Society, provided the 
Committve of Appropriations shall judge 
Lian worthy of its patronage. 

Art. 15. If any persou, who has been 
assisted by the Society under the eapecta- 
tion of engaging in the ministry, shall de- 
cline entering on that work, he shall refund 
the sum expended for his education, unless, 
for some sufficient reason, the Committee 
of Appropriations shall release him from 
the puy ment. 

Art. 16. There shall be an annual 
mecting of the Society, at New-Haven, on 
the vay succeeding the public Commence- 
ment, at 9 o’clock, a. M. unless otherwise 
ordered by the Society. 

Art. 17. Any vacancy occurring among 
the officers may be supplied by the Com- 
mittee of Appropriations till the neat 
meeting of the Society. 

Art. 18. The President, or in bis ab- 
sence the Vice-President, shall have pow- 
er to call a meeting of the Society, if it 
shall appear to him to be necessary. 

Art. 19. Fifteen members shall consti- 
tute a quorum of the Society for the trans- 
action of business. 

Art. 20. Although it is the principal 
object of the Society to assist in educating 
young men for the ministry, yet, in com- 
pliance with the wishes of any donor, the 
amount of his subseription or contribution 
may be applied to the assistance of persons 
of good character and promising talents, 
without limitation to a particular profession . 

Art. 21. This constitution may be al- 
tered or amended by a vote of three 
fourths of the members present at any an- 
nual meeting. 


Officers af the Society, appointed 

Sept. 1814. 

Hon. Tappine Reeve, President. 

Rev. Samcet Merwin, Vice-President 

Mr. Cuaxtes Suerman, Auditor. 

Committee of Appropriations. 

Rev. Timorny Dwieéut, D. dD. 

Mr. Jexemiau Day, 

Mr. Bensamin SILLIMAN, 

Mr. James L. KinGstey, 

Rev. Saunt Crank, 

Rey. Natuanieu. W. Tay or, 

Rev. SAMUEL MERWILN. 


Committee of Supplies. 
Rey. LxMan Bexciicr, 
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Rev. Jepipran Morse, D. D. 
Jexnsmiau Evyarts, Esq. 

Rev. Heman Humeukexs, 
Rev. ABEL FLINT. 


Associational Committees. 
Rev. Ruswet, Swan, Fairfield, West. 
Kev. WILLIAM ANDREWS, East. 
Rev. Exasrus Scran'ron,V. Haven West. 
Rey. Aanon Duron, East. 
Rev, JoserH Harvey, Litchfeld North. 
Rev. BennetTr ‘TYLen, South. 
Rev.Suupak. Bartvxtt, Hartford North. 


Rev. CaLvin CuHapPin, South. 
Rev. Wittam L. Strrone, Tolland. 
Rey. Aanon Hovey, Middlesex. 


Rev. Danikt Dow, Windham, Original. 
Nev. AbEL M’Ewen, New-London. 


The following is the Constitution of a 
Society about to be formed in Massa- 
husetts, on a comprehensive plan, and 
‘9 which a liberal subscription_hus al- 
scady commenced. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN SOCIFE- 
T¥ FOR EDUCATING PIOUS YOUTH FUR 
id& GOBPEL MINISTRY. 


fakin@ into serious consideration the 
deplorable condition of the inhabitants of 
these United States, the greaver part of 
whom, 4 it appears from authenuc dov- 
ameuts and well supported estimates, are 
vither destitute of competent religious in- 
struction, or expesed to the errors and 
cuthusiasm of unlearned men, we, whose 
vames are underwritten, do hereby, in 
the tear of God and love of man, torm 
vulselves inte a Society for the benevo- 
ent purpose of aiding, and of exciting oth- 
ers lo wd, indigent young men of talents 
and hopeiul piety, in acquiring a learned 
andl competent education for the Gospel 
Ministry, upon the principles and in the 
wanner following, viz. 

AL ‘This Society shall be denominated 
ihe AMERICAN SUCIETY FoR EDUCATING 
vl0US LOUTH FUR rue Guserin MUN1s- 
TayY, 

il. Any person, who shall subscribe, 
dud annually pay into the Treasury a sum, 
oo less than five dollars, shall be a mem- 
yer ok this Society; and shall be holden 
tu make such Payment, until by written 
or be bet I reasurer he shall have dis- 
Clergyman og rw wah oe Society; — 
opinion it a he hom, in his oa 
i nae fe. ay be inconvenient to pay 
ahntally a ay be a member, who shall 
Uillars cen. v2 xbove, the sum of we 
yee mat? and should any member, tor 
sabserint, eoSsve Years, neglect to pay his 
ve. his we unless excused by the socic- 
-" “elubership shall cease, 


II. Any person, who shall pay at onc 
time a hundred dollars, shall be a uscmber 
for life. 

IV. A permanent fund, of whieh five 
sixth parts of the interest only may be 
expended, shall be formed of bequests, 
legacies, donations, grants, and subserip- 
tions, thus appropriated by the donors; 
and from a portion of the annual receipts, 
to be determined from time to time by 
the Society. 

V. The Officers of this Society shall be 
a President, three Vice Presidents, a 
Clerk, a Corresponding Sceretary, « 
Treasurer, and Auditor, together with 
such assistant Officers and Agents, as ex - 
perience =" prove to be neeessary; all 
which shall be annually chosen by ballot. 

VI. There shall also be chosen annual- 
ly by ballot a Board of Directors, consist- 
ing of seven members, whose duty ii 
shall be to superintend the management 
of the funds and other property of the 


Society, and to effect, to the utmost of 


their power, the enlargement of the same, 
by soliciting themselves, and by appoint- 
ing Agents in distant parts, to solicit, in 
behalf of the Society, of Christianity, ci 
the human race, and especially of millions 
of our own countrymen, perishing foi 
lack of knowledge, the aid, necessary to 
achieve the glorioUs object in view; by ex- 
citing Churches and Congregations to 
make annual collections for this purpose; 
and by establishing auxiliary Societies in 
towns, counties, and distant regions, to- 
gether with cent Societies and other char- 
itable female Associations of various kinds, 
as also Associations of young men of dif- 
ferent Gceupations, especially of such as 
have themselves enjoyed the advantages 
of a liberal education; by personal and 
persevering addresses to rich individuals 
of both sexes, particularly those in single 
life, and by respectful applications to 
Legislative bodies and other classes ot 
men; by establishing active and extensive 
corresponiencies, and by making known 
to Ministers of the gospel, to Magistrates, 
to Christians in general, and to ail of ev- 
ery order, age, aad sex, in whom are 
any remains of humanity, the destituie, 
ruinous state of many parts of our count- 
ry, relative to instruction in religion and 
morals, the source of all, that is stable in 
government, happy in life, and safe for 
eternity; in a word, by every possible 
method, calealated to produce in the 
minds of every man, woman, and child, a 
heartfelt, operative conviction, that it is 
the imperious and indispensable duty ot 
every human being, while life remains, to 
eontribute all in his power to the cause of 
Christ, to the redensption of the souls oi 
his brethren from eternal death. 

VII. Qualificd candidates fur chis eliaz: 
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ity may be aidéd id each of ihe several 
stages ‘of preparatory edueation for the 
ininistry. But, except in very singular 
eases, no applicant shall be assisted, even 
in the first stage, who is not fifleen years 
of age; nor in either stage, shall any 
candidate receive assistance, who shall 
not produce, from serious and respectable 
characters, 
real_indigenee, promising talents, and. 
hopeful piety; nor shall any person be eon- 
tinued on this foundation, whose Instruet- 
or or Instructors shall not annually ex- 
hibit to the Directors satisfactory evidenee, 
that in point of genius, diligence, literary 
progress, morals, and piety, he is a prop- 
er pa acter to receive this sacred charity; 
in addition to which, each beneficiary, af- 
ter his admission into any College, shall 
annually exhibit to the Directors a written 
declaration, that it continues to be. his 
serious purpose, if his life be spared, to 
devote that life to the gospel ministry. 

VILL. The appropriation of all monies 
shall be made by the Directors; with 
whom also shall be entrusted the power 
of examining and sclecting candidates 
for this charity; and likewise the power of 
appointing Agents, to examine and re- 
commend to the Board applicants, living 
iu distant parts; but the power of placing 
and continuing a person on this foundation, 
iu either stage of education, shall be lodg- 
ed with the Directors alone. 

1X. If any person, who has been assist- 
ed by the Society, with a view to the gos- 
pel ministry, shall not devote himself to 
that work; he shall within a reasonable 
time refund the sum, expended for his 
education, with lawful interest tor the 
same, whenever required by the Di- 
rectors. 

X. The Directors shall appoint 2 Pres- 
ident aml Clerk for their Board out of 
their own number; and have power to 
summon the attendance of the Clerk, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, or any 
other Officer of the Society, whenever 
they shall deem it necessary. 

Xi. Any vacaney, occurring among the 
Officers, may be supplied, if NECESSAary 
by the Directors, till the next meeting, of 
te Society. 

XIL. he President, or in his absence 
the first Vice-President, shall have power 
in concurrence with three of the Diree- 
tors, to call special meetings of the Society; 
nnd the President of the Directors, or in 


_ hisabsence their Clerk, shall have power 


to call special meetings of the Board. 
XUL. ‘The Treasurer shall be bound 
with two sureties, in a reasonable sum, {0 
be determined by the Directors, to ja 
faithful discharge of his duty; which shall 
he to vest the property of the Society in 
the safest and most productive forms, 
verecably to the instructions of the Di- 


Donations to Foreign Missions. 


unéquivocal testimonials of 


Oer. 


rectors; to make such payments and ad- 
vances of money, as they ‘shall or der; and 
annually to reader to the Socie ‘ty a writ- 
ten secount of all receipts and expendi- 
tures within the year, of the amount 
of its fund, and of the manner in which 
it is vested. 

XIV. ‘T'wenty members shall constitute 
a quorum of the Society for transaction of 
business. 

XV. Vhis Soeiety shall meet annually 
for the choice of officers, the transaction 
of other annual business, to hear the re. 
port of the Directors, sad to aftend public 
worship and a sermou, at such time and 
plaee, as the Society shall appoint; and 
the first meeting of the Society shall be 
at the Chureh in Park Street, Boston, on 
the last Thursday in October next, at 
three o’clock in the afternoon; at which 
time the Society shall be organized. 

XVL. The first meeting of the Direetors 
shal be appointed by the oldest member 
of the Board; and ail future stated meet- 
ings shall be appointed by vote of the Di- 
reetors. 

-XVU. Every meeting of the Society 
apd of the Direetors shall be opened with 
raver. 

XVII. This Constitution, but not its 
object, may be altered and amended by 
tote of three fourths of its members, pres- 
eut at any annual meeting; provided al- 
ways, that every proposed alteration or 
amendment shall have been submitted to 
the Directors, and approved by them, 
three months previously toits being pro- 
posed to the Society. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Ang. 31,* 1815. The following sums 
were received by the hands of the Rev. 
Dr. Lyman, ot Hatheld, viz. 

From the Cent Society 
in Bridgewater, (Penn.) 
by Mrs. Auna Rainsford, 
remitted by the Rev. Dr. ' 
$9 81 


Morse, 
From a friend of Foreign 
Missions in the west parish 
of Westminster, (Ver.) 1 00 
From the Rev. David 
If. Williston, ‘Tunbridge, 
( Ver.) 50 00 





Carried forward $60 81 


* Ji is necessary, 6n account of the 
Treasurers late absence, to pluce, ¢ unde? 
the date of Aug. 31st, several donatinis, 
% which Lh were made befure that time, bu! 

hich were not paid into the Treasur 


7 
ti! ‘ after veards, 


1815. Donations to Foreign Missions, $27 


Brought forward $69 81 
From a child in Ver- 
mont, a present, remitted 


by the Rev. D. H. Wil- 


liston, 10 00 
From Mrs. Lois Par- 
tridge, Hatfield, 4 00 


From a friend of For- 

eign Missions in the coun- 

ty of Franklin, 3 00 
Additiun to the sum of 

$52 33 acknowledged in 

ihe Panoplist, for August, 

p. 386, as received trom 

the Female Society in 

South Hadley, 50 cents 

having been deducted to 

pay thé expense of carry- 

ing the above sum in specie 

to Boston, 58 


From Mr. Solomon 
Goodell, of Jamaica, 


(Ver.) in notes and 
bonds, amounting, prin- 
cipal and interest, to the 
following sums, viz. 

To the permanent 


fund, $538 68 
For immediate 
use, 309 69-—708 ST—786 68 


From the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Vermont, for the par- 
pose of aiding in propagating tbe 
Gospel in foreiga parts, remitted 
by Benjamin Lord, Esq. Grand 
‘Treasurer, to the Rev. President 
Davis, 100 60 

The following sums by the 
Rey. Asaph Mor gan, of Essex, 
( Ver.) viz. 

Contribution in the town of 
hussex, S10 50 

From the Young Ladies’ 
Benevolent Soviety, indo. 9 00 

From a female trieud of 


inissions, in do. 1 00 
From an apprentice lad, 
in do. 50 


From a female friend of 

missions in Underhill, 1 00—22 00 
From Professor Hall of Mid- 

diebury, ( Ver.) § U0 
Fromthe Female Cent Society 

in Dorset, (Ver.) by the Rev. 

William Jackson, appropriated 

to the propagation of the Gospel 

among the American Indians, 24 00 
From a few feinale friends of 

Foreign Missions, in Westtield, 

(Mass ) by the Rev. Dr. Morse, 10 00 
From a female friend of For- 

cign Missions in West Windsor, 

(Ver.) by Deacon Nathan Cool- 

idge, 1 00 





Carried forward $951 €8 


Brought forward S951 68 
From a Female Association in 
Loug Meadow, by the Rev. R. 


‘Ss. Storrs, 53 00 
From a female friend, by the 
tev. Dr. Worcester, $15 09 


From a triend by ‘do. . 10 00 
From an enknown friend, 
by Mr. gob Harris to the 
Rev. Br. Worcester, 10 00 
From an unknown friend, 
by Mr. Michael Shepard to 
the Rev. Dr. Worcester, 3 80—38 Sv 
From the Foreign Mission So- 
ciety of North Yarmouth and the 
vicinity, by the Hon. Ammi R. 
Mitchell, Esq. Treasurer, $76 50 
From Mrs. Phebe Vea- 
zie, Treasurer of the Fe- 
male Cent Society in 
Kk reeport, by do. 6 37—82 8: 
Part of the clear profits of the 
Panoplist. Vol. VUIL, $56 27 
Also, part of the clear 
profits of the Panoplist, 
Vol. LX. 114 34—150 61 





$ 1,97 6 8&6 


N. B. The foregoing donations are 
comprised in the Treasurer’s aceounts, 
for the year which ended on the 31st of 
August, 1815. 


The following donations have been re- 
ceived since the ist of September. 


Sept. 9. From Mrs. Sarah Olney and 
Miss Mary Olney, by the Rev. Thomas 
Williams, of Providence, remitted to Mr 
Samuel T. Armstrong, $10 00 

12. From Miss Polly Ben- 
edict, of Danbury, (Con.) 
by Deacon Tucker, 1 00 

13. From the Cent So- 
ciety in Vassalboro’, by Miss 
Leach, the Treasurer, ly Yi 

From + friend to missions, 
hy Mr. N. Willey, of New 
Ipswich, 10 00—38 91 

From a — lady in Royal- 


ton, (Vv er. 2 00 
15. Pres the Female Cent 
Saciety in Wilmington, (Ver-) 17 00 


18. From a young lady in Bran- 
ford, (Con.) ‘by the Rev. T. P. 
Gillet, 2 08 
19. "From John P. Whitman, 
Esq. of Williamstown, (Mass.) 
by Mr. Henry Hudson, the 
agent of the board at Hartford, 
(Con.) S40 00 
From Alice Curtis, Wil- 
lington, 


Carried forward $109 66 






















Brought forward $100 66 

From the Wethersfield For- 
eign Mission Society,* by 
Miss Ann Marsh, the T'reas- 
urer, remitted by Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, 115 00 

20. Contribution after the An- 
nual Sermon before the Board, 
delivered by the Rev. Mr Cha- 
pin, atithe Tabernacle Chureh, 
Salem,tf 

21. From the Female Chari- 
ble Soeiety in Williamstown 
(Mass.) by Mrs. Betsey Noble, 
the Treasurer, remitted to Mr. 
3. T. Armstrong, 45 00 

Frora the following Societies 
and individuals, viz, by the Rev. 
Dr. Payson, 

From the Fem:le Cent Soci- 
ety in Jaffrey, by Miss Edith 
Parker, $32 08 

From the Female Cent 
Society in Rindge, (N.H.) $8 98 

From the Female Cate- 
chetieal Society in rindge, 7 90 

From Mr. John Stearns 
of Rindge, 1 00 

From Mr.Phillips Payson, 2 00 

From the Rev. Dr. Pay- 
son, his annual payment, 3 00 

From Mr. William 


124 40 


Parker, 2 00 
From two unknown 
persons, 5 00—91 96 


From Guy Richards, Esq. of 
New London, by General 
Huntington, 10 00 
. From Isaac Story, Esq. of 
Marblehead, by the Rev. Sam- 


uel Dana, for the translations, 20 00 
Contribution at Carlisle, Scho- 

harie County, New York, by 

Mr. J. F. Schermerhorn, 25 00 
From a friend to missions in 

Charlestown, 3 00 


From the following persons 
and societies, by Mr. Timothy 
J wight, Jun. agent of the Board 
at New Haven; viz. 

From the Ladies Cent 

_Sosiety of Woodbridge § 3 00 

From a Lady in Wood- 
sridge, 40 

From the Female Cent 





Carried forward $3 40 $535 02 


*Forty dollars of the above donation 
were presented in specie to the Society 
the evening preceeding their annual 
sneeting, by an unknown friend to missions. 

tTen dollars of the above sum were 
Sut into the box by a subscriber to the for- 
eign Mission Society of Sulem.and vi- 
“oinity as his annual payment for twa 
vears, Eleven dollars of the contribution 
tere appropriated to translations. 


Doxations to Foftign Missions. 












































Brought forward $3 40 $335 6: 
Soniety at Painted Post 8 § 
(N. ¥.) by the Rev. Mr. 
Higgins. 

‘rom 2 female friend, for 
the distribution of the Bible 
in Louisiana, by do. 5 00 

From several Ladies in 
Guilford, by the Rev. W. 


Dutton, 
Timothy 


10 00 


23 00 
From Mr. 

Stone, of Durham, by do. 10 00—51 4 
25. From the Female 

Cent Society in the north 

parish of Woodstock, 

( Ver.) a part of their an- 

ual contribution, by the 

Rev. Edward Warren, 12 06 
From Miss L. W. of 

Marlborough, ( Mass.) by 

do. 2 0O—14 OF 
From Miss Tryphena 

Root, of Brutus, Cayuga 

County (N. Y.) bythe ~ 

Rev. Royal Phelps, 5 00 
From the Foreign Mis- 

sion Society ot Franklin County, 

by Jerome Ripley, Esq. the Treas- 

urer, 130 66 
From the Congregation in 

Brattieborough, (Ver.) a collec- 

tion, remitted by the Rev. Pres- 

ident Davis, $40 12 
From an indigent young 

man, by do. 60—i0 72 
26. From the Female Cevt 


Society in Wardsborough (Ver.) 


by Mr. Jonathan Robinson, re- 

mitted to Mr. S. T. Armstrong, 17 6) 
27. From Mr. Charles Cham- 

berlain, of Locke, (N._ Y.) re- 

mitted by thé Rev. Joshua Dean, 

to Mr. 8S. T. Armstrong, 5 00 
28. From the Female Cent 

Society, of Westbrook, Maine, 

remitted by the Rev. Mr. Hil- 

liard to Mr. N. Willis, 24 09 
From Miss Sarah A. Stetson, 

of Harvard, by the Rev. Warren 


Fay, 1 25 
From children in Miss Hills’s 
school, Andover, 1 05 


From a number of ladies, in 
Salem, (N. EL.) remitted by Mrs. 
Hanneh Smith to the Rev. Dr. 
Woods, . 8 5° 
A contribution in Malone, 
Franklin County, (N. Y.) remit- 
ted by the Rev. Ashbel Parmlee. 27 4° 
29. From the Foreign Mission 


Society of Middletown (Con.) by 


Mr. Sarouel Gill, the Treasurer, 175 0€ 
From.Juvenis, by mail, to the 





translations, oe, 04 
From J. L. of ©. 30 4u 
$1,090 56 
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